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BROWARD COUNTY 
COMMISSION VOTES TO 
AMEND THE COUNTY’S 

LAND USE PLAN TO HELP 
SAVE OUR 61 GOLF 

COURSES AND MUCH MORE

Final Vote Coming Soon

By Steve Kelley

On March 25, 2008, the Broward County Commission 
voted 5 to 2 to to place much stronger language into the 
County’s Land Use Plan to help protect our golf courses 
and greenspace.

This was an exceptionally well attended meeting with 
hundreds of greenspace supporters opposing the devel-
oper’s lobbyists. But it was also a scene of chaos and with 
two commissioners traveling and attempting to cast votes 
by phone, with heavy last minute lobbying by developers, 
endless scheming and plotting while a bewildered county 
attorney looked on.

From this, a 5 to 2 vote squeaked out that approved 
the new constraints on golf course and greenspace devel-
opment.

County commissioners approving the 
new rules to preserve the county’s 61 golf 
courses were Ken Keechl, Suzanne Gunz-
berger, Stacy Ritter and Kristen Jacobs. Diana 
Wasserman-Rubin was originally opposed 
to saving our golf courses but changed her 
vote at the last minute.

County Mayor Lois Wexler and Josephus 
Eggelletion opposed the new language in 
favor of development of our golf courses. 
From their manner and enthusiastic opposi-
tion, it was plainly obvious they were they 
were bought and paid for by the develop-
ers.                     continued on page 22
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LEGISLATURES PASSES 
HISTORIC AND SWEEP-

ING NEW LAWS TO HELP 
OWNERS AND FIGHT 
CONDO CORRUPTION
UNIT OWNERS AND GOOD 
BOARDS FINALLY WIN – WE 

HAVE OUR NEW LAW!
                          by Inger Garcia

In a stunning and truly historic move, House Bill 995 
passed the House and Senate unanimously. Yes, I said it out 
loud, unanimously. We have been working hard to make 

these changes and if I may pat myself, Julio Robiana and 
all of you who have been speaking up on the back; I say 
thank you for your input and participation in this process to 
make the most significant changes in the law since 1991. It 
is going to become law soon.  Some sections will take ef-
fect June 1, 2008 others October 1, 2008.  You may review 
the entire bill in full at www.ccfj.net, and tell Jan I sent you 
there.

                                         See the full story on page 15
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Clean Water for Broward
By Kristin Jacobs

Broward County Commission – 
District 2

Water, clean water, is at the 
very core of our quality of life 
in Broward County. My advo-
cacy for this vital issue brought 
me to Washington, D.C. last 
month. I was invited by Con-
gressman James Oberstar 
(D- Minn.), Chairman of the 
U.S. House of Representatives’ 
Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure, to testify in 
front of his committee regarding the 
critical importance of the passage of HR 
2421, the Clean Water Restoration Act.  
One may ask why it is important for a 
County Commissioner from Broward to 
testify on this federal legislation—let me 
explain. 

Broward County is bordered on 
the east by the Atlantic Ocean, and 
the Everglades covers two-thirds of our 
geographic area, creating our west-
ern boundary. These natural environ-
ments are connected by a network of 
over 1,800 miles of canals that zigzag 
across Broward.  With these precious 
natural resources bordering our urban 
community, pollutants in storm water 
runoff could easily threaten near shore 
reefs, Everglades habitats and our drink-
ing water source—the Biscayne Aquifer.  
The stewardship of our water resources 
is an important responsibility. Without 
protection and careful regulation, our 
quality of life will be in jeopardy. The 
effects of water pollution diminish the 
economic boost provided by our multi-
million dollar tourist industry, prevent 
the enjoyment of our ocean and wa-

terways and, of course, produce health 
concerns should our drinking water 
quality be compromised.

The original Clean Water Act was 
enacted in 1972 as the primary federal 

law governing water pollu-
tion. The scope of the legisla-
tion protected all “navigable 
waters” in the United States. 
In 2006, a U.S. Supreme Court 
decision called into question 
the language used and the in-
tent of Congress in the creation 
of the original Clean Water Act.  
This court decision made vul-
nerable the protections for our 

waters that have been in place for over 
twenty years. 

The purpose of the Clean Water 
Restoration Act is to provide clarification 
for both the language and the intent of 
Congress, while restoring the origi-
nal environmental protections. Op-
ponents of the bill contend that the 
legislation could be considered a pos-
sible expansion of federal authority to 
regulate water bodies.   I explained to 
the committee in my testimony that 
the Clean Water Restoration Act does 
not expand federal jurisdiction or pre-
empt existing state and local govern-
ment regulations which protect water 
quality.  I also assured the members 
of this committee that the Broward 
County Board of County Commis-
sioners supports strong water quality 
protections and legislation that retains 
the original intent of the Clean Water 
Act. This legislation is co-sponsored 
by Broward Congressman Ron Klein 
(D-Fla), Congressman Robert Wexler 
(D-Fla) and Congresswoman Debbie 
Wasserman-Schultz (D-Fla).

 Reusing our water

On another front, the Florida Leg-
islature passed a bill this year requir-
ing all the state’s water utilities to dra-
matically reduce the discharge of waste 
water effluent into the Atlantic Ocean 
by the year 2025. While this is an im-
portant step in maintaining the quality 
of our ocean, the high cost of treating 
and creating the “plumbing” system 
required to store and reuse our waste 
water is significant. Broward County 
government is currently one of 28 wa-
ter utilities and 14 water management 
agencies operating in the County. The 
creation of a water storage and reuse 
system will likely require a consolidation 
of resources and sharing of expertise 
between jurisdictions and private pro-

viders.  Broward County’s Utility Direc-
tor estimates that at today’s cost of con-
struction, the creation of this system will 
add about $53 to a monthly water bill.  
I know the monetary costs seem high 
during these troubling times, but the 
result will be a sustainable community 
and an even better Broward County. 

I am always interested in receiving 
your comments and questions. If you’re 
interested in reviewing my Congressio-
nal testimony, please visit my website at 
www.kristinjacobs.com. I also encour-
age you to subscribe to my e-newsletter 
for timely information on events and is-
sues.  

You may email me anytime at kja-
cobs@broward.org or give me a call at 
954-357-7002. 

FORT LAUDERDALE CITY 
COMMISSION CANDIDATE INGER 
GARCIA COMMENTS ON SAVING 
OUR GOLF COURSES AND GREEN 

SPACE
Over the past 30 years, Broward County has been “built out” with endless strip 

malls, shopping centers, huge housing developments with little regard for our need 
for parks, golf courses and other green spaces. Our elected officials have shown 
little foresight in creating parks and green space along with their votes for rampant 
development. 

Our open spaces allow life giving rain to soak through soil and help replenish 
ground water and aquifers. They provide badly needed urban cooling when most 
of our 31 cities are covered over with heat generating streets and parking lots.

The few parks we have remaining serve as sanctuaries for native wildlife and 
attract beautiful birds who winter here. 

Parks offer healthy venues for important community and family activities like 
sports, barbeques, block parties, auto shows, pride festivals and others. 

Even small intra-neighborhood pocket parks often a half acre or less, are valu-
able for children play areas, neighborhood gatherings, dog walking, etc. 

The city of Fort Lauderdale has an annual budget of $533 million. The police 
department gets the biggest part of that budget; next is the Parks Department. In 
a time of budget cutbacks, our city leaders often look to our parks to save money. 
This means they may want to reduce the hours that the public can use them or 
worse. They may actually vote to sell of parts of parks or trade parks for developer’s 
concessions for their projects.

We must do all that we can to save our remaining green space and our last two 
golf courses: the American Golf Course and the Coral Ridge Country Club Estates 
Golf Course.

If elected, as your District One City Commissioner 
(serving Coral Ridge), I will do all that I can to save our 
golf courses and green space.

The City of Plantation found a way, with some imagi-
nation and creativity, to save its golf course from devel-
opers and now Plantation Preserve is a beautiful gem of 
that city. 

We could, and should, do the same for Fort Lauder-
dale’s last two golf courses. This will be a high priority 
when I am elected.

If you have any comments or questions, I may be 
reached at: attorney@IngerGarcia.com, 954-894-9962.
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Solar, not Ethanol
Forget ethanol powered cars, think 

efficient solar powered homes.
 
           By Robert Alcock 

If you have been tracking interna-
tional developments recently, you prob-
ably agree that Ethanol is one of the 
biggest scams of our times. Wheat grain 
has increased in price by 130% since last 
year, the price of rice has jumped 50% 
just since January and the last quarter of 

2007 was the most destructive for the 
Amazon Rain Forest ever! Ethanol pro-
duction has been a major contributor to 
all of these problems. Humans are put-
ting fuel before food.

We are entering a period of massive 
change whether we like it or not. When 
facing this, we should be careful that 
we choose the right path and invest our 
time and money wisely. It does not make 
sense to spend public funds subsidizing 
ethanol, while people are starving. The 
environmental benefits are question-
able at best anyway, because it takes so 
much energy to produce ethanol and it 
still produces CO2 when combusted. 

When we sent a man to the moon, 
the moon was the goal not half way to 
the moon! When it comes to climate 
change we should be thinking about 
ZERO as the goal – that is ZERO waste 
and ZERO emissions. That is the only 
chance that humanity has to beat this 
crisis. Cleaner, more efficient burning fu-
els are not ZERO.

The real energy problem is not that 
we are buying oil from the Middle East, 
although that certainly is a concern, but 
that we are using it in an unsustainable 
way. Forget terrorism, economic crisis 
and shifting world power, the big prob-
lem is climate change. Nature knows 
nothing about money, religion, cultures 

or power - all it knows is balance. We 
are breaking the balance!

Nuclear power has been hailed as 
the answer, but there is still no perma-
nent solution to spent fuel. Contrary to 
popular belief, nuclear is not cheap ei-
ther - some studies show the retail price 
of solar power being less per KWh than 
nuclear. The answer lies in renewable 
energy and building efficiency.

By far the biggest and cheapest 
way to access more energy is by con-
serving what we already have. Building 
efficiency is also the first step to prepar-
ing your home for solar power. Just 
as an example – if every household in 
the US replaced just one incandescent 
light bulb with a low energy Compact 
Fluorescent Light (CFL), the energy 
saved would be equivalent to removing 
800,000 cars from the road. Our clients 
have enjoyed reduced energy bills from 
our lighting retro-fit service and they 
usually recover their investment within 
6 months. Quality products let them do 
this without sacrificing quality of light in 
most cases.

So next time you see one of those 
car commercials for a flex fuel vehicle, 
think twice. 

Just this last week, the European 
Union is re-thinking it’s ethanol plans 
because of the rapidly growing food 
crisis. Right on our own doorstep look 
at what is happening in Haiti – there 
have been riots, the government is fall-
ing apart at the seams and people are 
so desperate that in some cases they are 
mixing clay with their food just so they 
feel like they have had a real meal. T

The days of  ethanol need to be 
numbered, this is not something that 
our government should be funding. 
They should be funding solar power 
and building efficiency.

About the Author:

Robert Alcock  is the founder of  SO-
LAR Mainstream – a local solar company 
committed to fighting climate change 
through renewable energy and building 
efficiency products. 

He welcomes your questions and 
is enthusiastic to help you reduce your 
carbon footprint!

SOLAR Mainstream is a division of 
RACI,inc. Building Services.

Robert Alcock can be reached at 
(954)270-1754 or e-mail: raci@inbox.
com.
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THE CAR LADY
LADIES, START YOUR ENGINES

“You’ll never survive in this 
business, its no place for girls.” 
That was 20 years ago, & I am 
still here!

My car experiences, both 
good and bad, have been in-
valuable. Today , I enjoy  helping 
women of all ages learn to make 
informed, and empowering, au-
tomotive management decisions. 

This new column is a way to 
share some of the things that 
have seen over the years; 
if I can help to keep just 
one woman safe and more 
knowledgeable about her 
automobile then I have 
done something worth-
while.

DON’T LET THIS HAPPEN 
TO YOU.

#1 - You are trying to back out of 
your parking space, and a piece of pa-
per is stuck on your back windshield. 
You jump out to quickly remove it, and 
in  seconds it’s all gone, your car, your 
purse, your house key and garage click-
er. The good news is you are still here,  
they just wanted your car - hopefully.

#2 - You are parked in a fire lane, 

and a uniformed police officer taps on 
your glass. His undercover police car is 
parked behind you with the siren on. 
He asks for your license and registration, 
you assume he’ll write you a ticket. A 

few minutes later he returns and tells 
you to have a nice day and drives 
off. Just as you think how nice he 
was, you begin to wonder if he re-
ally was a police officer or did he 
only want your home address? 

Ten years ago I founded the Car 
Clinic For Women - a class. Last year 
I  designed this class to be taught any-
where for any group or organization.

The Car Clinic for Women is about 
your safety on the road, avoiding 

breakdowns and what to do if it 
happens, managing your own 

auto maintence and much more. 
The class teaches through real 
life re-enactments designed 
to teach by seeing for your-
self.  You’ll learn to be more 
empowered about using 

your car. Call  (954 ) 522 - 0070 for class 
dates and information.

Angela owns ABS Exotic Repair at  
700 North Andrews Avenue, Ft Lauder-
dale. The shop  specializes in the ser-
vice, repair  and restoration of Mercedes 
Benz, BMW, Jaguar, Porsche, Rolls Royce 
and Audi.  

Angela is happy to visit your group 
as a guest speaker on a varity of auto-
motive topics. Call for more information 
at (954 ) 522 - 0070.   

Symphony of the Americas Society 
Presents the Michael and Madelyn 

Savarick 20th Anniversary 
Celebration At the 

“Mary Porter Panama Nights Gala”
You are invited to be whisked away to romantic Panama as the Symphony 

of the Americas Society celebrates the Michael and Madelyn Savarick 20th Anni-
versary of Maestro James Brooks-Bruzzese and the Symphony of the Americas at 
their “Mary Porter Panama Nights Gala” to be held on Saturday, May 10, 2008 at 
the Marriott Harbor Beach.  The Symphony of the Americas Society and Maestro 
Bruzzese are Proud to have past recipient of the Gold Baton, Mary Porter, as their 
presenting sponsor.  Maestro Bruzze stated “We are honored that the continuing 
enrichment of Symphonic music will continue as Mary Porter graciously passes 
the Golden Baton to Madelyn Savarick.  These two women have dedicated their 
lives to supporting the arts and understandthat music is a kind of poetry set to 

the melody of life, with rhythms that enhance our very existence.”
Highlight of the Gala will be the appearance of the Symphony of the Ameri-

cas, a vital part of our community that is consistently rated by Florida’s Division of 
Cultural Affairs as one of the top orchestras in the state.  Maestro James Brooks-
Bruzzese has won numerous awards, including the coveted 2005 Hispanic Heri-
tage Award.  Maestro Bruzzese was born in Panama in a bi lingual home, his 
mother was born in Columbia and His late father was a member of the United 
States Armed forces.  He has been with the Symphony of the Americas since 1987 
where he has maintained a niche in Broward’s cultural landscape.  The Maestro 
and the Symphony have been dedicated to bringing the highest quality music 
education programming to young people both in South Florida and the Ameri-
cas.  They will continue into the next decade with a focus on enriching the lives of 
all whom they touch through the wonderful power of music, taking pride in the 
contribution they make to the cultural environment of South Florida.

Chairman, of the Panama Nights Gala, Carole Nugent , stated, “You will be 
transported into a romantic tropical paradise filled with intrigue, romance, and 
beautiful Symphonic music. The popular Dee Dee Wilde Band will enrich your 
experience with music to dance the night away.”

Major sponsors, include Mary Porter, Madelyn Savarick, Florence Hutton, Ste-
phen Keller, Rose Miniaci, Peter Duffy Furs, Holland America Line for their dona-
tion of a Panama Canal Cruise, AmericanAirlines for roundtrip Coach Class tickets 
for two to Panama, and theIntercontinental Hotel for a 2-night stay and the Bern 
Hotels and Resorts Panama for a 1-night stay at the Gamboa Rainforest Hotel

The Symphony of the Americas Society is the support group for the acclaimed 
Symphony of the Americas, ‘Broward’s Symphony Orchestra.’  For information 
on obtaining tickets at $225.00 per person or on becoming a sponsor or under-
writer for the “Mary Porter Panama Nights Gala,” please call 954-545-0088.

Standing: Carole Nugent, gala chaiman, Madelyn Savarick
Seated: Mary Porter, Beth Holland, SOAS president

Roofs, Walkways, 
Fences, Houses,  
Concrete, Decks,  
Chattahoochee, 
Pools, Pavers -  

ask about special projects!

Protect your investment in your beautiful 
brick paver driveway -  

Ask about our long-lasting Paver Sealing!

Affordable Professional Pressure  
Cleaning will make your home look great! 

Josh - (954) 610-2639 
10% with this ad - Licensed & Fully Insured 

Make your Tile Roof look like New 
with our 100% Acrylic Roof Glaze!  

Reduce roof cleanings, UV protection—slows 
mold growth & extends the life of your roof! 
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              by Steve Kelley

Celebrating its 60th year in busi-
ness, the Lauderdale Marina, located on 
the Intracoastal Waterway just north of 
Port Everglades is, according to founder 
Robert Cox, the oldest single-owner 
marina business in south Florida. 

In 1948, the site of the marina was 
an abandoned highly secret research 
station for submarine torpedoes of 
World War II.  It was so far “out of town” 
that the police pistol firing range was 
on the same dirt road, SE 15th Street, at 
what is now Cordova Road. Lauderdale 
Harbors and many of the other unde-
veloped islands were simply tree cov-

ered and sometimes swampy leftovers 
from the great 1926 Florida real estate 
crash.

Cox, making a permanent move 
from New York to Fort Lauderdale, ar-
rived in Port Everglades in 1946 on a 
deep draft motor sailor.  He was aston-
ished to find that there was no place 
where the water was deep enough to 
dock his 9’ draft boat, the only com-
mercial dockage being a small obso-
lete marina on the causeway which is 
now the Las Olas bridge connection to 
the beach.  Huss Marina was on its last 
legs, had a shallow depth of water, red-
tagged condemned wiring, and a single 
metal shower stall installed, it is said, by 
one of the boat owners for the price of 
a bottle of good whiskey.

The semi abandoned Navy torpedo 
research station was the only spot with 
enough depth to accommodate Cox’s 
vessel, but could not be used because 
the government had not relinquished 
its pre-war lease on the property.  Cox, 
however, seeking not only a dock but 
recognizing that the miles of empty Fort 
Lauderdale waterways would some day 
be lined with homes and boats, all of 

which would have to pass the torpedo 
station on their way to the ocean or up 
and down the Intracoastal Waterway.  
He negotiated with the owners of the 
land and in 1948 opened Lauderdale 
Marina as a fueling station.

“How well I remember that day we 
opened,” says Cox, “We sold 48 gallons 
of gas to a customer who not only filled 
his small boat’s tank but also a bunch 
of 5 gallon cans.  Asked why he filled 
the cans, too, the customer said he was 
tired of carrying fuel from a highway gas 
station and, from the looks of the ma-
rinas early dock, wasn’t sure how long 
we would be in business.”

From the marina site 
there was no evidence of the 
existence of the City of Fort 
Lauderdale, no buildings on 
the horizon, no building at all 
in what is now Harbor Beach 
and of course no 17th Street 
Causeway Bridge. Cruising 
boats often stopped to ask 
“how far is Fort Lauderdale,” 
and found it hard to believe 
that they could fill their wa-
ter tanks with city water via 
a small pipe about a half mile 
long installed by the Navy.

Current yachtsmen find 
it hard to believe that the 
many islands and peninsulas 
that make up the city were 
not built for boats. The ca-
nals were dredged to pro-
vide enough fill to make the 
swampy east side of Fort 
Lauderdale into saleable real 
estate.  

To prove this to non-be-
lievers who question Cox’s 
sanity, he shows them aerial 
photographs showing low 

LAUDERDALE MARINA - From Mud to Mansions
bridges built across the ends of the ca-
nals to provide for automobile circula-
tion from one island to the next.  The 
Lauderdale Marina has grown with the 
city.  Now one of the major fuel docks on 
the Intracoastal Waterway, the marina 
provides dockage, boat sales, parts and 
repair services, and in its 59th year took 
over the operation of its well known res-
taurant, the 15th Street Fisheries, which 
had been operating for more than 20 
years by one of their tenants.

Cox, an engineer by training, fasci-
nated by the new boat building mate-
rial called fiberglass, opened the first 
sales agency for such boats in the State 

of Florida in 1949. Today they hold a 
rare “master dealer certification” for one 
of the country’s most famous brands 
of boats, Boston Whaler.  Nowadays, 
the operation of the marina complex is 
guided by three generations, all in the 
Cox family.  The President of the Lau-
derdale Marina is Cox’s son John Clark 
and the General Manager is a grandson, 
Scott Clark.  

Their properties which include, be-
sides the marina, other marine oriented 
tenants and the 15th Street Fisheries 
restaurant are managed by Cox’s son-
in-law Ted Drum, a well known second 
generation Fort Lauderdale realtor, oth-
er family members are in training for the 
future.

For more information call (954) 523-
8507.
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VIEW FROM 
THE TOP

The Pier Top restaurant 
at Pier 66 offers Sunday 
Brunch from a different 

angle

           By Steve Kelley

It’s funny how as a local,  we don’t 
get around to visiting our local hotels. 

Pier 66 is an amazing facility with a 
famous marina, conference center, Peli-
can Bar, several restaurants, lots of his-
tory and, of course, a well known high-
end hotel. I’ve been going there, off and 
on, for 20 years and have enjoyed the 
beautiful grounds, magnificent yachts 
and restaurant fare. I’ve been to many 

functions, events and even had them 
cater a fancy yacht christening. But 
Pier 66 also features the amazing and 
unique Pier Top Restaurant on the 17th 
floor with fantastic all-glass walls of-
fering absolutely stunning 350 degree 
views. There are no other tall buildings 
around it and it undeniably has the best 
unobstructed vistas in town. 

You can easily see the ocean, the 
port and cruise ships and turning ba-
sin, the Intracoastal, the Marina with its 
beautiful yachts, Lake Sylvia, all the way 
to downtown and most of the city and a 
whole lot more. The Pier Top lords over 
all the nautical comings and goings. 
You can even see, way out west, the big 
buildings around Sawgrass Mills. It’s an 
incredible place for a restaurant.

Over the years, the Pier Top has been 
through several incarnations that has in-
cluded restaurants, jazz bars,    watering 

holes and just a nifty place for special 
and private events like weddings, busi-
ness functions, etc. 

But the Pier Top is now back, big 
time, with an sophisticated and upscale  
Sunday gourmet Brunch with the best 
views in the city.

If you can take your eyes off the 
scenery, you’ll see cooking and serv-
ing stations are tastefully set up offering 
most of the categories of food you gen-
erally associate, sort of, with weekend 
brunches.

There was a station for egg dishes 
and this weekend we lucked out with 
lobster Eggs Benedict. You could also 
have enjoyed corned beef hash with 
poached eggs with a spicy Hollandaise 
sauce. Remember Pier Top has a bonafide 
Executive Sous Chef in Mr. David Schue. 
And there are lots of fine sauces avail-
able throughout their offerings.

Pancakes and superb waffles were 
expertly prepared with your choice of 
ingredients - I had mine made with 
fresh, and really big, blueberries and a 
banana puree. The pancakes were sim-
ply the best I’ve had in years.

A pasta and carving station served 
up Cavatelli pasta with vodka and fen-
nel fondue, fusilli primavera 
with roasted garlic sauce, 
and a very fine beef strip 
loin with a wild mushroom 
sauce. Cold pasta salads of 
many kinds nicely rounded 
out this stop.

Another station was 
filled with cured meats, 
smoked salmon, gourmet 
cheeses, flavored crustinis, 
P.E.I. mussells ceviche, as-
paragus and green been Al-
mandine, roasted vegetable 
egg frittata, creme fraiche, 
vegetable shooters and all 
kinds of grilled vegetables. A 
charcuterie display tempted, 
sinfully, with country style 
pate, pork sausage, span-
ish chorizo, proscuitto and 
more. 

The Dessert Station 
had all kinds of pastries in-
cluding Truffles, Financiers, 
tropical fruit tarts, S’more bars, berry 
coulis, bourbon pecan pie, fresh crois-
sants, filled and otherwise. Two dark 
chocolate fountains generously served 
up liquid chocolate to cover your fruit 
skewers and, for that matter, anything 
else your could think of. Large, market 
fresh strawberries were excellent cov-
ered in that chocolate; I should have 
saved room for more.

A delicious champagne, served in  
delicate flutes, complemented the food 
and a server came by often to make 

Restaurant Review

sure you had plenty. Mimosas made 
with only fresh orange juice were also 
available if preferred.

Pier Top even has live music with a 
jazz singer and pianist; dur-
ing my visit, we enjoyed 
nicely performed classic pop 
standards. The music set a 
lovely, civilized and festive 
mood for my Sunday brunch 
and we lingered long after-
wards because of it.

 Overall, some 100 food  
selections and combinations 
are available that will surely 
satisfy the most finicky eat-
ers. Vegetarians will find 
many choices as well.

Throughout the meal, 
service was attentive but 
not overbearing and always 
professional. 

Even with all these de-
lectable choices, they liter-
ally change the menu every 
two weeks. It’s hard to find 
a restaurant that gives you 
a whole new menu of great 

This is only one of the views you’ll enjoy from your table.

food twice a month. 
In the end, you won’t find tired 

old steam tables with green eggs and 
greasy bacon; everything is delightfully 
fresh and many dishes are made on the 
spot. And you definitely won’t find those 
tacky trays.

Want to treat yourself? Heck, want 
to show off your city to out of town 
guests? Take them to the Pier Top for 
something they’ll remember.

 Did I mention the view? And that 
it’s all you can eat?

There are around 1,700 restaurants 
in Fort Lauderdale - locals should redis-
cover Pier Top for an outstanding and 
pleasantly surprising dining experience.

Sunday Brunch hours are 11 AM to 
2 PM. The Pier Top Restaurant is conve-
niently located at the corner of heaven 
and earth on the grounds of the Pier 66 
complex, 2301 SE 17th Street Causeway 
in Fort Lauderdale. 

No reservations are required except 
for parties of 8 or more. For more infor-
mation call (954) 728-3520.

Now here’s something you don’t see every day; an outdoor grille on the 17th 
floor! These chefs made some exquisite dishes including Mediterranean lamb 
with truffle mashed potatoes topped with a fine port reduction sauce.

The Pier Top’s staff is 
friendly and profession-
al. Here, Joseph Fisher 
warmly welcomes 
guests.
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Candidates’ Forum
EARL RYNERSON 

DISCUSSES POSSIBLE 
RUN FOR MAYOR

         by Earl Rynerson

As a resident of the city of Ft Lau-
derdale since 2000, I firmly believe we 
live in the most beautiful city in Amer-
ica. Having lived in San Francisco for 
20 years prior to moving here, I can 
attest to the incredible “Quality of 
Life” advantages that Fort Lauderdale 
has, over any other city that I know of. 
I am proud to live here!

Unfortunately, the national im-
age of Fort Lauderdale has become 
tarnished over the last few years by 
the very people elected to 
serve us. Fort Lauderdale 
should be justifiably proud 
of the diversity we have 
here: Gay, Straight, Latino, 
Caucasian, African-Ameri-
can, Mexican, Caribbean, 
Asian, Cuban, Conserva-
tive, Liberal, Religious, 
Agnostic, Meat-eaters 
and Vegans; the list goes 
on and on. The diversity 
within our city helps to 
create an exciting and in-
teresting place to live, and 
gives us the opportunity 
to be a forward-thinking, 
hip urban metropolis. But with this 
diversity comes the possibility of divi-
siveness. 

The Mayor we elect next year 
should understand this; that he/she 
is the Mayor of all of Fort Lauderdale, 
and never engage in rhetoric or ac-
tions that can create divisiveness. Our 
next Mayor needs to be an active na-
tional and public promoter for our city, 
to encourage tourism, to encourage 
people to move here, to be a Leader 
that actively works with all Ft. Lau-
derdale groups to help them achieve 
their goals for city improvement, and 
to encourage them to be proud of the 
city they live in.

Beyond petty verbal assaults 
made against many of us recently by 
our current Mayor, there are a number 
of even more serious fiscal challenges 
that the next Mayor and Commission 
must tackle. There will most likely be 
some serious cost cutting measures 
that will have to be implemented 
across the board. Because of this, we 
cannot afford to have “recycled politi-
cians” as our next Mayor (those who 
move from political office to political 
office, just to get a paycheck). Nor can 
we afford to have “carpetbaggers” 

as our next Mayor (those who move 
into our city just to be able to run for 
Mayor). Nor should we have anyone 
as Mayor who cannot work with the 
four elected Commissioners. These five 
individuals have to work together as a 
team, to support each other and their 
districts. The legislation that comes 
from these 5 people needs to benefit 
all groups here, not just the privileged 
or the “politically connected”.

In short, our city deserves a May-
or who:

1. Is representative of our diverse 
population.

2. Is not a “career politician” 
with past political baggage.

3. Has experience successfully 
balancing budgets and 
managing people.

4. Can tackle 
unpopular issues and 
propose fiscally sound 
solutions.

5. Can foster a 
“can-do attitude” and 
“team spirit” within the 
Commission.

6. Listens to our 
City’s neighborhood 
associations.

7. Is indepen-
dent of special interests 
and lobbyists.

8. Will actively promote Ft Lau-
derdale as the destination for tourists, 
new residents, and new businesses.

You may have heard that I am 
testing the waters of declaring my 
candidacy for Mayor of Ft Lauderdale. 
(See Tim Smith’s web blog: www.tim-
smith.com or check out the Sun-Sen-
tinel’s Political Blog article of March 28 
describing my background: “Another 
candidate eyes Fort L’s mayor’s seat”). 
Before I make any final decision as to 
whether I will become a candidate, I 
want to first listen to Ft. Lauderdale 
neighborhood leaders, civic groups, 
business associations and residents. 
For it is these people (including YOU) 
that the Mayor and Commission work 
for and represent.

Those whom I’ve met with over 
the last couple of months have been 
fairly uniform in their needs for the 
future of Ft Lauderdale: Better police 
funding, more police hiring, strength-
ening of the NCIP (Neighborhood 
Capital Improvement Program), low-
ering of Property Taxes, careful & 
planned commercial development in 
those areas (ie: Sistrunk corridor) that 
are in need of it, less political infighting 
at City Hall and more team work, and 

Equality Matters

Gwyn Clarke-Reed Candidate for 
Florida Senate District 92 Focuses on 
the Issues

A politician is generally defined sim-
ply as someone who holds an elective 
governmental office, or 
perhaps works for govern-
ment in a policy-making ca-
pacity.  On the other hand, 
a transformational politician 
is a visionary individual who 
works tirelessly to improve 
the community, and is one 
who genuinely aspires to 
ensure that no individual 
faces discrimination and 
unequal treatment in any 
form or fashion.

Gwyn Clarke-Reed is just that, an 
uncompromising, ethical leader who 
has chosen over the years to share her 
talents with the public sector.  A former 
Deerfield Beach City Commissioner and 
President of the Broward County League 
of Cities, Gwyn Clarke-Reed firmly be-
lieves that equality matters, and she is 
prepared to champion and make cer-
tain that the needs of residents all across 
District 92 are proactively addressed. 

Exemplifying strong beliefs relative 
to issues of fairness, justice, or uncom-
promised access to opportunity, Clarke-
Reed’s record of service exemplifies the 
portrait of a politician who embodies 
both conscientiousness and conscious.

When it comes to quality of life is-
sues like employment, education, health 
care, housing, and judicial sentencing, 
Clarke-Reed the seasoned politician that 
she is, holds the viewpoint that the play-
ing field should be level and that there 
should be no discrimination because of 
race, religion, gender, economic status 
or sexual orientation. 

As the diversity of today’s global 
society continues to burgeon, and the 

complex interconnected relationships of 
institutions, business, and communities 
becomes even more pronounced, ef-
fectively addressing instances of blatant 
inequity is of the utmost importance to 
the future of Florida as a state, and to 
America as a nation.

“While considerable progress has 
been made, we still have a variety of 
equity issues that still need to be ad-
dressed. It is critical if we are to prog-
ress that people are not excluded from 
full participation in the activities of so-
ciety such as education, employment, 
or housing on the basis of immutable 
traits. The Sentencing Project reports 
that some five million Americans can’t 
vote because of felony convictions, and 
if the intent is truly to reintegrate of-
fenders back into society after paying 
their debt, then restoration of critical 
employment opportunities and voting 
rights must be considered.  Sentencing 
disparities are significant, so much so, 
that it calls into question the existence of 
justice,” Clarke-Reed commented when 

questioned about equality 
matters.   

Sharing why equal 
treatment for all citizens is 
paramount, Clarke-Reed 
said, “Ensuring that diversi-
ty is recognized and valued 
within policies, practices 
and operating standards 
fosters community stability 
and the respect of all citi-
zens. Learning to promote 
and encourage diversity, 
and recognizing the value 

of respecting differences nurtures cre-
ativity and innovation in communities 
and organizations.”  

Continuing she stated, “Dr. Florida 
in his books, The Rise of the Creative 
Class: Cities and the Creative Class, and 
The Flight of the Creative Class suggests 
a strong correlation between equality, 
creativity and economic growth. Florida 
posits the theory that a vibrant creative 
class fosters a more open, dynamic, per-
sonal and professional environment. 
This environment, in turn, attracts more 
creative people, as well as businesses 
and capital. Promoting an environ-
ment where equality of treatment for all  
citizens, customers and stakeholders is 
fostered, as well as ensuring that qual-
ity services meet the requirements and 
expectations of all diverse communities, 
regardless of personal circumstances 
and background is key in today’s glo-
balized knowledge age.”

Gwyn Clarke-Reed Candidate for 
Florida Senate District 92 would like to 
hear from you, email her at gwyncrcam-
paign08@bellsouth.net.

more control over budgetary spending. 
Generally, we need to “polish up” the 
image of Ft Lauderdale, locally and na-
tionally.

I’ll be having a mini “meet and greet” 
at Brew Urban Cafe, 638 North Federal 
Highway (between Broward Blvd and 
Sunrise Blvd) on Saturday morning May 
24, from 10 to 11 am. 

I would be happy to meet you and 
listen to your thoughts about the future 
of Ft Lauderdale.

Earl welcomes your comments and 
can be reached at 954-445-0431 or 
email at erynerson@comcast.net.
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More Candidates’ Forum
A New Start in District 4 

City Commission

By Coleman Prewitt

Fort Lauderdale is going through a 
change of life.  It’s not quite a 
midlife crisis, but after nearly 
100 years it’s not surprising 
that we’re still experiencing 
growing pains.  We’re not 
the teenage spring break 
capital anymore, and also 
not the stereotypical Florida 
retirement community that 
people think they know.  

In another time they’d 
say we’re trying to “find 
ourselves.”  I think we know 
who we are.

We’re a city that endured 
bruising budget cuts during a fiscal cri-
sis just a few years ago, and rebounded 
stronger than ever.  Now, though, the 
falling national economy is threatening 
our success, requiring a hard look at our 
budget once again.

We’re a city that is learning to bal-
ance the necessity of development 
in our downtown with the desire to 
preserve the integrity of our neighbor-
hoods – the historical backbone of Fort 
Lauderdale.

We’re a city that thrives on the ma-
rine industry, demanding that we pre-
serve access to our waterfront so that 
we support this key element of our local 
economy.  It’s too easy to forget that our 
nickname – “The Venice of America” – is 
a reality as well as a slogan.

And we’re a city that wants to sup-
port our public safety officers and first 
responders.

Fort Lauderdale is unlike anywhere 
else in South Florida. As a seventh-
generation Floridian, I know what I’m 
talking about!  My family has lived here 
since before Florida joined the Union.  
We’ve worked in the major industries 
in the state, from sugar to tourism to 
law enforcement.  (It’s rumored that my 
Aunt Joan Prewitt of Stuart was the first 
female chief of police in Florida.)

I’m a product of Florida’s great 
university system, first putting myself 
through University of Florida and Flor-
ida Atlantic University and then earning 
a partial scholarship to the University of 
Miami School of Law.  

I want to take what Florida has giv-
en me and my family over the years and 
put it to use in my hometown.  I am 

running to represent Fort Lauderdale’s 
District 4 on the City Commission – the 
southernmost and geographically larg-
est part of Fort Lauderdale.  The district 
runs from Broward Blvd. in the north, 
to Fort Lauderdale Beach in the east, 
down to the airport in the south, and 
out to Rt. 441 in the west.  

As one of only 
five representatives on 
the panel, the Com-
missioner for District 
4 oversees a diverse 
district with challenges 
unlike the rest of the 
city, and yet one that is 
an integral part of the 
whole of our commu-
nity.

It’s a challenge I 
relish.  My agenda is 
simple: ensuring fiscal 

responsibility, preserving the integrity of 
our neighborhoods, supporting our law 
enforcement professionals, and foster-
ing our city’s essential marine industry.

My Florida roots are deep, and my 
gaze is forward.  I may be steeped in 
Florida history, but I’m focused on Fort 
Lauderdale’s future.

Coleman Prewitt is an attorney and 
longtime Fort Lauderdale resident run-
ning for the District 4 Fort Lauderdale 
Commission seat.

For more information call (954) 
614-9942 or visit www.colemanpre-
witt.com.

   MEET ALLEN WEST, 
CANDIDATE FOR 

DISTRICT 22 HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES

LTC Allen West has lived his life in 
service to 
America. In 
2004, after 
retiring from 
twenty-two 
years of ser-
vice in the 
US Army, Al-
len brought 
his wife and 
two young 
daughters to 
South Flori-
da, where he 
taught high school for a year. Col. West 
then returned to Afghanistan as an ad-
visor to the Afghan army, an assignment 
that he finished in November 2007.

Born and raised in Atlanta Ga., Col. 
West received BS (UT) and MS degrees 
in political science (KSU). He also holds 
a Master of Military Arts and Sciences 

from the US Army Command and Gen-
eral Staff Officer College in political theo-
ry and military history and operations.

“Education is the great equalizer,” 
he says. “With a good education, any 
child in America can live their dream.”

Allen has faced down the world’s 
terrorists: in Operation Desert Storm, in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, where he was 
battalion commander for the Army’s 
4th Infantry Division, and in Afghani-
stan, where he trained Afghan officers 
to take on the responsibility of securing 
their own country.

Allen has received many honors 
while in the Army, including a Bronze 
Star, but, the honor of gaining your       
support would rank with each and ev-
ery one of his awards. 

Allen believes higher taxes mean 
fewer jobs and a slower economy.  
“The 2001 and 2003 tax cuts should 
be made      permanent, the Alternative 
Minimum Tax and the death tax should 
be abolished, and the tax code should 
be overhauled to give us the choice of 
filing a one-page tax return. In addition, 
earmarks must end.”

 Energy independence will allow us 
for the first time to formulate an honest 
foreign policy without having to worry    
about how it might affect our oil supply. 
“While we explore viable alternatives to 
oil, we should immediately make use of 
our own natural resources; China and 
Cuba are already making plans to drill 
off our coastline”.

“I have seen how the porous bor-
der with Pakistan destabilizes Afghani-
stan. The US Constitution requires that 
the federal government provide for the 
common defense, that includes secure 
borders. America is the land of opportu-

nity; but it must be done legally”.

Excellence is a West family tradi-
tion. His lovely wife, Angela, holds an 
MBA and PhD. and works as a finan-
cial planner. His daughter, Aubrey, 15, 
was just accepted into Cambridge aca-
demic program at Ft Lauderdale HS and 
his daughter, Austen, 11, is a budding 
young pianist. 

www.allenwestforcongress.com

Candidates: 
considering a run 
for public office in 

2009?
          
           by Steve Kelley

In March, 2009, the mayor’s seat 
and all four city commission will likely 
be open to challengers. Mayor Naugle 
along with Commissioners Hutchin-
son and Moore will be term limited 
out of office. 

Call (954) 564-1308 and let’s dis-
cuss how the Fort Lauderdale City 
News can help you get your message 
out. Almost always, late-starting chal-
lengers and weakly run campaigns 
meet the same end: defeat.

Remember: The Fort Lauderdale 
City News goes to every voter in the 
city.

Now is the time to let the voters 
know who you are and what you can 
do for the city.
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Candidates’ Forum, 3
Supervisor of Elections

Time, Education and our 
National Treasure

When Floridians are working full 
time, some two jobs, taking care of 

small children, at-
tending college to 
make a better life, 
taking care of ag-
ing parents, deal-
ing with wage and 
health issues; who 
has time to go to 
candidate forums? 
Who has the incli-

nation to sit through stump speeches 
and determine who they wish to vote 
for? Who can remember to change their 
registration card if they only think about 
voting every four years?

In 2006, six out of every ten eligible 
voters did not exercise their constitu-
tional right to vote. According to Fair-
Vote.org, the U.S. is 20th out of 21 in 
voter turnout among established de-
mocracies -- only Switzerland has lower 
voter turnout than turnout in U.S. presi-
dential elections.

We are all concerned; but how do 
we address the woefully inadequate ed-
ucation of the electorate and elections 
system of well intentioned but ill trained 
elections workers?

We must expand the educative pro-
cess to poll workers, in order to mini-
mize Election Day “glitches” or “snafus’. 
This is a much too important endeavor, 
and we need to get it right the first time. 
Many places already do.

We can do better.
Recently, a group of voting rights 

advocates, including radio host Tom 
Joyner, testified before a Congressio-
nal subcommittee, and made the re-
quest that we all work together to find 
ways to make voting operations run 
more smoothly. Among his sugges-
tions were providing for more training 
for poll workers, helping states acquire 
enough voting and voter identification 
machines and establishing national vot-
ing standards. 

Many weighed in at the hearing on 
suggested ways to alleviate confusion, 
dispel fears, and encourage voting. Ce-
cilia Martinez, of The Reform Institute 
suggested “providing multiple layers 
of information to voters on polling lo-
cations, registration status and voters 
rights.” She went on to say what we 
have been saying in our campaign, that 
by confirming registration status and 
polling locations at least a month before 
the election with the local Supervisor of 
Elections, voters could avoid some of 
the problems they encountered on pri-

mary day. Joyner and others advocated 
a “proactive” approach, much like that 
discussed in this campaign. The idea 
that we could promote prior testing to 
ensure proper procedure, and work to 
alleviate issues on Elections Day, has to 
some extent been a foreign concept. If 
we know that due to economic circum-
stance, there are segments of our popu-
lous that move much more frequently. 
The ever rising rents, employment op-
portunities elsewhere and the move-
ment of youth, all contribute to this 
migratory pattern. Many of these folks 
forget to change their voter registration, 
because it is not first and foremost on 
their “radar screen.” 

We need to do a better job in ed-
ucating, and test equipment prior to 
Election Day. By making the information 
dissemination, education and election 
process more friendly and accessible. 
We need to keep persons informed and 
part of the process.

Mr. Joyner advised the committee 
that approximately 21,000 people had 
used his call in registration phone line, 
and had registered to vote, noting that 
there had been over 45,000 total calls to 
the line. Many had called to voice com-
plaints about the issues that they had 
encountered in the January 29, 2008 
Presidential Preference Primary Election. 
Mr. Joyner and his radio program are 
providing a service through his “The 
Tom Joyner Morning Show.” By dial-
ing an 866 number to the show, callers 
could register to vote, find out where 
their polling places are located and re-
port any problems at the polls. 

Mr. Joyner shared his concerns on 
Capitol Hill about the 2000 and 2004 
Elections, the concerns of conspiracy 
and fraud. Whether or not there was 
hanky panky, the perception of the peo-
ple is what will rule the day. 

The reality is however that there have 
been problems with voting machines, 
databases, provisional ballots, absentee 
ballots, and registration verification. We 
must raise the bar and ensure that we 
have the transparency, education, out-
reach, training, and adequate testing to 
ensure that every voice is heard in our 
Democracy!

If you have any questions, or want 
to become involved, please call our 
campaign line at 954.594.3363.

Visit Janet Reno, former U.S. Attor-
ney General, at Adriane Reesey’s VIP 
Social and fundraiser on May 17, 2008 
from 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm ($250) or a re-
ception with Ms. Reno from 4:30 pm to 
6:30 pm ($100). Long Key Nature Cen-
ter, Davie, Florida.

RSVP to www.votereesey2008.com
or call 954-594-3363

Candidates: 
considering a run 
for public office in 

2009?
          
In March, 2009, the mayor’s 

seat and all four city commission will 
likely be open to challengers. Mayor 
Naugle along with Commissioners 
Hutchinson and Moore will be term 
limited out of office. 

Call (954) 564-1308 and let’s dis-
cuss how the Fort Lauderdale City 
News can help you get your message 
out.

Remember: The Fort Lauderdale 
City News goes to every voter in the 
city.

Now is the time to let the voters 
know who you are and what you can 
do for the city.

Local Control vs. 
Tallahassee Money Grab

   
By Chris Chiari, candidate for the 
Florida House of Representatives, 

District 91
   
Setting the state budget, in a 

normal year, is no easy task. This 
year’s fiscal challenges, however, 
are historic. With falling revenue 
from real estate transactions and 
sales tax collection, our represen-
tatives in Tallahassee will deliver a 
budget trimmed of both fat and 
sadly, substance. 

Tough times call for tough 
measures. As elected officials 
debate, be mindful of the ones 
looking to steal away local con-
trol of your tax dollars. The recent ac-
tions by the states Taxation and Budget 
Reform Commission as well as our own 
representatives Anti-Bullying Legislation 
HB 669 are two prime examples.

The Taxation and Budget Reform 
Commission is currently working to put 
several changes to the State Constitution 
onto the ballot this November. In one, 
they propose to do away with educa-
tion funding based on property tax. We 
have heard several ideas come forward 
from the House Speaker and others 
that propose this same basic idea. The 
prime weakness though of this strategy 
is that revenue collected and allocated 
for education will now rest solely in the 
hands of the State Legislature – a body 
which has proven for two consecutive 
years that their promises to hold educa-
tion harmless are disingenuous.  Both 
years, they’ve retreated to their commit-
tee chambers, and the first thing they’ve 
cut is education.

As a small business owner, I’m used 
to looking for cost saving solutions and 
for ways to improve efficiency. I recog-
nize the economic situation that our 
state is in, but now is not the time to 
pull the bottom out on our students.

 Broward County is a donor county. 
Our school and property taxes and con-
tributions to the state coffers from sales 
tax revenue generated here fund school 
districts across this state. Thanks to the 
District Cost Differential (the despised 
DCD) Tallahassee gives our excess sales 
tax dollars to other counties for educa-
tion.  

How our tax dollars are allocated 
to the recipients is what’s most critical. 
Our school board here in Broward is 
already forced to lobby Tallahassee for 
education funding, with the intention of 
returning some of what we have paid 
back to our area. Should the tax struc-
ture pass in November, it would divert 

major funding decisions to Tallahassee.  
Our school board will go from having 
to lobby some of the time to all of the 
time.  

Another example of this loss of local 
control is in HB 669, the so-called anti-
bullying bill proposed by Representative 
Bogdanoff for the fifth year in a row. In 

HB 669, local standards for 
Anti-Bullying policies would 
have to be reviewed and ap-
proved by the Department of 
Education in Tallahassee. 

While this may raise 
standards in some locales, it 
would actually lower existing 
standards in Broward County, 
where our policy is to protect 
our children not just from 
bullying based on race, eth-
nicity, religion, and gender – 

but also appearance, sexual orientation, 
and physical and mental disabilities.  I 
support strong anti-bullying standards 
throughout the state, but I believe the 
Representative should be championing 
the best ideas from this district. HB669 
does the opposite, and would eliminate 
key protections for the very children 
she’s claiming to advocate for.

Government works, in my opinion, 
best from the bottom up. I feel we must 
remain vigilant to ensure that it doesn’t 
overstep its bounds. When it does, it 
takes informed voters standing at the 
gates, ready to push back. 

This November, we’ll need to push 
back.  The question will be one of lo-
cal control versus a Tallahassee money 
grab. I, for one, will be on the side of 
Local Control.

Chris Chiari can be reached at (954) 
803-4844.
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WHY ISN’T TALLAHASSEE 
ADDRESSING FLORIDA’S 

REAL PROBLEMS?

        By Mark LaFontaine

As I’m writing this the Legislature 
is still in session, and has thus far dis-
cussed whether evolution should be 
taught in science class, and if women 
seeking abortions should be forced to 
view and pay for an ultrasound. They 
also passed legislation allowing workers 
to keep guns in their cars during work-
ing hours.

Are these the priorities of Florid-
ians?

I realize that we’re not always going 
to agree or come to a consensus, espe-
cially in a state the size of Florida and 
with the diversity of population that we 
have.  But I just don’t understand how 
our elected leaders can spend precious 
weeks out of the small amount of time 
they have in session focusing on wedge 
issues that only divide us.  

When I move around District 92 talk-
ing to voters I hear about property taxes, 
windstorm insurance, foreclosures, and 
how the quality of life in South Florida 
is suffering.  

Property taxes: The Legislature 
still hasn’t adequately dealt with follow-
ing up on the property tax cut voters 
passed in January, which offered little 
in the way of real relief to homeowners 
who are suffering and just resulted in 
forcing municipalities to trim their bud-
gets to match their reduced revenue.  

Windstorm Insurance: Hurri-
cane season is just around the corner, 
and officials are once again predict-
ing an above-average year.  We were 
spared the past two seasons, but recall 
the two years before that – record years 
for Florida.  And as the old saying goes, 
“It only takes one hurricane for it to be 
a bad year.”  The Legislature is discuss-
ing freezing rates for Citizens, the state-
run insurer of last risk, until 2009.  While 
this may be a politically popular move, 
Citizens doesn’t have enough money in 
its coffers to deal with the risk.  Be pre-
pared for a massive rate hike if Florida is 
hit by a storm in 2008.

Foreclosures: Florida ranked sec-
ond nationwide in the first quarter of 
the year in the number of properties in 
foreclosure, according to Foreclsoures.
com – 18,055 filings, a 65% increase 
over the first quarter in 2007.  Broward 
County is the hardest hit region in South 
Florida, a sad fact that doesn’t seem 
likely to change in the short term, given 
how quickly we grew over the past few 
years.  There are no easy answers here, 
and the stumbling national economy 

The County Almost 
Lowered Taxes…

Almost

by Bryan Caletka, candidate for 
County Commission, District 7

We are currently experiencing a slow 
down of our economy.  It happens in a 
cyclical fashion and it simply is our time.  
We will recover, and if our government 
is prudent and takes some small steps 
in the right direction – we may recover 
much sooner rather than later.

In this time of need, we can all use 
a little economic boost, regardless of 
the type business you are working.  An 
example of government taking prudent 
steps to assist in turning the economy 
around is a tax break.  If the taxpayers 
pay less in taxes, they have more ex-
pendable income to float around our 
economy.  In fact Broward County prop-
erty tax payers almost received a nice 
discount, due to a bill that was filed by 
south Florida legislators.  The key word 
is almost.

I would like to point out and remind 

all Broward County residents of a seri-
ous blooper made by County Commis-
sioner John Rodstrom.  

Just after the last round of hur-
ricanes, a local state representative 
(Representative Adam Hasner) and a lo-
cal state senator (Senator Jeff Atwater) 
found support for a bill that would have 
allowed for the 4% property tax dis-
count to be extended to January 31st.  
This bill was designed to provide relief 
to the recently hurricane ravaged areas 
of south Florida.

In order to have this discount apply 
to Broward County, eight of the nine 
County Commissioners would have 
had to vote in the affirmative.  The day 
of the vote came and unfortunately,  
Commissioner Diana Wasserman-Rubin 
was seriously ill and could not attend 
the meeting.  In order to comply with 
state law, the remaining eight attend-
ing Commissioners must all have voted 
in the affirmative in order to pass the 
property tax discount.  Seven voted yes, 
and John Rodstrom abstained.  With 
only seven affirmative votes, the prop-
erty tax discount died.  A shame for all 
Broward County property tax payers.

Why did John Rodstrom single 
handedly kill a property tax discount for 
all Broward County property tax payers?  
John Rodstrom said, “I pay my taxes in 
January so my vote would have had a 
direct benefit to me.  I’m not going to 
do what I feel is wrong,” he said.

As a casual observer, I can only ar-
rive at one conclusion.  The conclusion 
is that John Rodstrom is duty bound 
to increase taxes in Broward County.  I 
come to this conclusion because if the 
County tax rate decreases, then John 
Rodstrom would have a direct ben-
efit to voting yes for the tax decreases.  
Any tax decrease would directly lower 
his taxes.  Under this scenario, he must 
abstain from lowering taxes, but can al-
ways vote to increase taxes.

John Rodstrom denied hundreds of 
thousands of people a tax break for no 
apparent reason.  This is simply wrong 
and I disagree with the small Town 
politics approach that John has been 
demonstrating for years on the County 
Commission.  

In my opinion, if the state legislators 
representing south Florida work hard to 
pass a bipartisan bill through the state 
house and state senate – we should al-
ways take advantage of tax breaks.

Bryan Caletka is a candidate for Bro-
ward County Commission, district 7.  

He may be contacted via email 
at bryancaletka@bellsouth.net or by 
phone at 954-873-2750.

Candidates’ Forum, 4
plays a huge part in our ability to climb 
out of this crisis.  But local communities 
and the families left without homes are 
on the frontlines suffering most visibly, 
often without a support network to 
help them through.

So what’s the common thread ty-
ing all of these issues together?  Mon-
ey.  There’s not enough of it, and what 
we have is being funneled into projects 
that don’t address the real needs of our 
people.

I often talk about being an accoun-
tant and financial professional, and 
that’s something that will inform my 
decisions in Tallahassee.  It’s time some-
one with real world experience with the 
issues Floridians want addressed actu-
ally was in a position to do something 
about them.

Mark LaFontaine is an accountant 
who lives and works in Oakland Park.  
He is a candidate for the State Legisla-
ture from District 92, which covers parts 
of Fort Lauderdale, Wilton Manors, Oak-
land Park, Pompano Beach and Deer-
field Beach.  You can learn more about 
him at www.MarkLaFontaine.com.

Resolving Our Property 
Insurance  Crisis

 by Walter “SKIP” Campbell
Candidate for the Florida Senate

District - 25 

Property insurance rates are skyrock-
eting across 
the state and 
our homeown-
ers continue to 
suffer.  And the 
problem isn’t 
going to go 
away consider-
ing in the past 
two years the 
state of Florida 
has witnessed 
over 10

catastrophic storms, leaving billions 
of dollars of insured and uninsured dam-
age in its aftermath.   

Our property insurance crisis has 
been ignored by the legislature for 
years. Why?  Too many state elected 
officials are beholden to the insurance 
industry because they are dependent 
on their campaign contributions.  While 
the insurance companies continue to 
win our families continue to lose.  It’s a 
shame and this cycle must end.  Many 
of us have seen family, friends, and fel-
low Floridians leave this state because 
of the growing expense of home own-
ership. This has to stop.

 It’s clear to conclude that the cycle 
of insurance companies raising our rates 
and cutting back our coverage has not 
stabilized the insurance market.  It’s time 
for a new direction. We must stabilize 
the insurance market, increase market 
competition, and lower insurance rates. 
We have to stop allowing every industry 
from utilities to insurance companies to 
use hurricanes as the sole factor for re-
cord rate increases.  

We must first create an environment 
where insurance companies can fairly 
compete.  We also must revamp our 
Hurricane Catastrophe Fund making it 
possible for homeowners to receive di-
rect financial  assistance.  This will in turn 
make it possible for the state to share 
the windstorm coverage risk and bur-
den with private insurance companies 
and minimize the suffering of Florida 
homeowners.  

 This is an election year and it should 
bring many new faces to the capitol.  
Thereby, we do have an opportunity for 
a fresh start where we start putting ho-
meowners first.  It’s time and I am ready 
for the challenge.   
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     by Grayson Walker, Ph.D.

Interview With Robert John 
“Bob” Rozema

This actual interview took place 
on October 25, 2005, hours after Hur-
ricane Wilma passed over Fort Lauder-
dale. Bob and I sat on the undamaged 
sofa in the South end of the lobby and 
talked. We continued our interview that 
evening. The interview was granted on 
the condition that I not publish it un-
til after Rozema’s death. This is a short 
excerpt of the interview. Rozema had 
much more to say. If you find this in-
teresting, I may publish more from the 
interview.

I am publishing this actual interview, 
as it really happened, as a cautionary 
tale for all owners, or potential owners, 
of condominiums. On March 1, 2005, 
attorney Inger Garcia, representing a 
group of Owners, filed a twenty-seven 
page complaint with Bob Rozema and 
the Board of Directors at Southpoint. 
The response is typical of what happens 
at Southpoint and many other condo-
miniums. Rozema and the Board ig-
nored the complaints of the owners. A 
complete copy of this complaint is avail-
able at www.CCFJ.net at no cost. 

When you read the complaint, you 
will be impressed with the factual de-
tail of the issues raised. You should also 
note the history of violations of state 
law by Southpoint. It was in this envi-
ronment that I interviewed Bob, and I 
used the complaint as an outline for our 
interview. Bob did not deny any of the 
allegations or violations from the com-
plaint. In fact, he said, “I took my chanc-
es and I won.” George Santayana said, 
“Those who cannot remember the past 
are condemned to repeat it.” Remem-
ber what happened at Southpoint, and 
do not allow this to happen to you.

Dr. G: Thank you for accepting my 
offer to interview you. With so many 
things going on at Southpoint, we ap-
preciate your taking time for this inter-
view. Would you please state your name 
and your position?

RJR: My name is Robert John 
Rozema. Until recently, I was the Presi-
dent and Condominium Manager here 
at Southpoint. I was appointed to this 
position by Richey Gabrielle in 1990, 
and I held both positions until I was 
forced out by Marty Glazer. I should also 
mention that at that time, my late wife 
worked for Richey, and was the best 
performer in his company.

Dr. G.: You were both the Manager 
and President of the Board? Does that 
mean that you controlled your own 

compensation. Did you feel this was a 
conflict of interest?

RJR: Sure, I did both jobs, but there 
was very little work involved. For exam-
ple, I never walked around the building. 
I figured that if anything needed fixing, 
someone would reach out to me. Con-
flict of interest? Perhaps, but nobody 
cared about that stuff. You know the 
accountants wrote something about 
this in their annual inspection of the 
books we gave them, but you know 
these people don’t bother to read such 
things.

Dr. G.: You said you were squeezed 
out by Glazer. Would you elaborate on 
that point?

RJR: You have to understand, as 
the President and Manager, they did ev-
erything I told them to do. Understand? 
Everything. That Glazer is your classic 
anal-retentive control freak. He wanted 
control. He wanted to take money out 
of my pocket and put it into his. In con-
dos, having control is money. Nobody 
watches the money, and the other 
owners are too old to care. As long as 
they can afford to pay what I tell them, 
they pay.

Dr. G.: As I recall, there were issues 
about how much you were paid, as well 
as the other things Southpoint bought 
for you. The law requires an employ-
ment contract. Do you have one?

RJR: Do I have a contract? Hell, 
no! I don’t want a contract that could 
pin me down to things. Remember, I’m 
on disability from Jersey, and a contract 
would mess that up.

Dr. G.: How were you paid? Were 
you a W2 employee, or ... ?

RJR: I took cash. Mostly, from the 
petty cash, but sometimes I would just 
write checks to myself or make them out 
to cash. I didn’t want any paper trails, 
you know. I almost got caught when 
Nico was on the Board. He kept push-
ing about the petty cash! Richey and I 
had to reach out to people to shut him 
up. Whenever he brought that up at a 
meeting, I had him shouted down.

Dr. G.: Other than taking the pet-
ty cash, what else did you take from 
Southpoint?

RJR: Let’s see, the big items were 
the maintenance and the taxes. As the 
President, I paid the maintenance and 
property taxes for the Manager. That 
was a sweetheart deal. I’m not sure how 
much that was, but over fifteen year, it 
must have been around $100,000.

Dr. G.: Were there any other big-
ticket items that Southpoint paid for 
you?

RJR: Let me think. The windows 
and the balcony tile jobs were very prof-
itable. Of course, I had Southpoint buy 

my windows at full retail. There were 
some other things that added up, such 
as my membership in the Tower Club, 
health Insurance, car insurance, gaso-
line, electric, telephone, AOL. Stuff like 
that. Oh yeah, I also got a dishwasher, 
linens, American Express card, Costco 
charge card. I would also charge them 
whenever I went drinking with our law-
yer. I had almost no expenses, so I was 
able to save a pretty penny, I can tell you 
that.

Dr. G.: That is quite a list! How much 
do you think you took from Southpoint 
over these fifteen years?

RJR: Of course, I don’t keep re-
cords. But I can tell you that I have over 
$250,000 in cash in my apartment – no 
records, you understand. I have to guess 
I got over a half-million over the years.

Dr. G.: Over a half-million dol-
lars. Bob, do you ever feel any remorse 
about taking so much money from your 
friends and neighbors?

RJR: I thought we agree not to get 
into guilt about stealing. You forget, this 
is South Florida. There are more crooks 
in condos than you can shake a stick 
at! Just look around. I’ve never been 
greedy, but just you wait. Why the hell 
do you think they squeezed me out? 
They want the money, and they want 
more. I never took enough for people 
to notice, or get mad. I’m telling you, 
Glazer and his cronies make me look like 
a piker!

Dr. G.: Bob, give me a lesson here. 
How do you steal?

RJR: Doc, it’s really very simple. The 
easiest way is using three sealed bids. 
First, you make a deal with a vendor to 
do the work for, let’s say, $250,000. You 
have him give you a bid for $500,000. 
You go to another guy, tell him you’ve 
got a bid for 600,000, and ask for one at 
$550,000. Then you go to another one, 
tell him you have a bid for 550,000, 
and ask for one at $525,000. You then 
go back to the first bid, hire him for 
$500,000, and the two of you split the 
$250,000 you tacked on the job at the 
start. You’ve got your three bids, and no 
one’s the wiser.

Dr. G.: Incredible! So that’s how 
you use the three required bids to make 
money.

RJR: That’s the way it’s done. 
There’s millions here at Southpoint. 
When we ran the window replace-
ment deal, the profit was much larger. 
The same thing for the carpeting in the 
hallways. The windows and carpeting 
were sub-standard, so we made a huge 
profit.

Dr. G.: We’ve covered a number 
of topics here. Do you have any final 
words for me?

RJR: I hope you print this, Doc. I 
want everybody to know that I never 
stole big. I never had your car or the cars 
of the others keyed. I never hurt no one 
or had anybody beat up. I just wanted 
to be comfortable, and not have to work 
hard. Now that Glazer’s pushed me out 
as President, you better watch out. Like 
I said before, he’s a control freak, and 
control of the Board means control of 
the money. It’s going to get a lot worse 
here, and for that, I am sorry.

Help For Owners
Is a Condo Commando is trampling 

upon your rights? Are you the victim 
of voting fraud? Are you the victim of        
financial fraud? What can you do about 
it? How can you protect your rights? 
Talk to your neighbors. Organize. Call 
Ombudsman Danille Carroll or State 
Representative Julio Robaina. Join the 
AARP and support their Owner’s Bill 
Of Rights. Perhaps the single most im-
portant thing you can do is to join the       
Cyber Citizens For Justice.

There are four other people who 
can help you. Inger Garcia can be 
reached at 954-524-0506, or at Attor-
ney@IngerGarcia.com. Jan Bergemann 
of the Cyber Citizens For Justice can be 
reached at 386-740-1503 or at Jan@
ccfj.net. Condominium Ombudsman 
Danille R. Carroll can be reached at 954-
202-3234 or at Danille.Carroll@dbpr.
state.fl.us. Representative Julio Robaina 
can be reached at 305-442-6868 or at 
Julio.Robaina@myfloridahouse.gov.

The Southpoint Condominium 
Owners website is at http://www.
Southpoint-Condominium.org and you 
can join the Southpoint Owners group 
by sending an email to SouthpointCon-
dominium-subscribe@yahoogroups.
com.

About the Author
I own a condominium at South-

point, in the Galt Gulag. I am a Uni-
versity Professor and teach American 
Government. Nothing prepared me for 
life in the Galt Gulag where my Consti-
tutional Rights are ignored. I have been 
assaulted, battered, slandered, libeled, 
disparaged, stalked, had my car keyed, 
and had my life threatened because I 
believe in American democracy and the 
Constitution. 

Do you have a story to tell? Write to 
me at AGWIII@comcast.net.

 

TALES FROM THE GALT GULAG
Horror stories abound at the condo towers on Galt Ocean Mile
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THE CONDO Lawyer
Committed to Justice for the Galt Condo Community

       by Inger Garcia, Esquire

Continued from page 1

Since there are so many changes 
that bring power-
ful new benefits to 
condo owners, it will 
take a few months to 
provide all the won-
derful new laws to 
you. I will begin with 
an overall summary of 
the sections affected 
and then begin to fo-
cus on the specific language for your re-
view.  Please feel free to comment back 
as to your feelings and comments as to 
the actual changes.

THE CHANGES TO OUR COMMU-
NITY ASSOCIATION LAWS (summary 
taken directly from the new law as ap-
proved)

Below are only some the affected 
sections of the law, which were either 
amended or added in full.  

Next month, I will provide the new 
law exactly as written.

Amending s. 468.431, F.S.; de-
fining the term “community association  
management firm”; redefining the term 
“community association manager” to 
apply only to natural persons;

Amending s.  468.4315, F.S.; 
revising membership criteria of Associa-
tion Managers; requiring the council to 
establish a public education program; 
providing for council members to serve 
without compensation but be entitled 
to receive perdiem and travel expenses; 
providing responsibilities of the council;

Amending s. 468.432, F.S.; pro-
viding for the licensure of community 
association management firms; pro-
viding application, licensure, and fee 
requirements; providing for the cancel-
lation of the license of a community as-
sociation management firm under cer-
tain circumstances; providing that such 
firm or similar organization agrees that, 
by being licensed, it shall employ only 
licensed persons providing certain ser-
vices;

Amending s. 468.436, F.S.; re-
quiring the Department of Business and 
Professional Regulation to investigate 
certain complaints and allegations; pro-
viding complaint and investigation pro-
cedures; providing grounds for which 
disciplinary action may be taken; 

Amending s. 718.111, F.S.; pro-
viding that a director of the association 
who abstains from voting on any action 
taken on any corporate  matter shall be 
presumed to have taken no position 
with regard to the action; providing 
duties of officers, directors, and agents 
of a condominium association and li-
ability for monetary damages under 
certain circumstances; providing that 
a person who knowingly or intention-
ally fails to create or maintain, or who 
defaces or destroys certain records, is 
subject to civil penalties as prescribed by 
state law; requiring that a copy of the 
inspection report be maintained as an 
official record of the association; requir-
ing official records of the association to 
be maintained for a specified minimum 
period and be made available at cer-
tain locations and in specified formats; 
providing that any person who know-
ingly or intentionally defaces, destroys, 
or fails to create or maintain accounting 
records is subject to civil and criminal 
sanctions; prohibiting accessibility to 
certain personal identifying information 
of unit owners by fellow unit owners; 
requiring that the Division of Florida 
Land Sales, Condominiums, and Mobile 
Homes of the Department of Business 
and Professional Regulation adopt cer-
tain rules;requiring certain audits and 
reports to be paid for by the developer if 
done before control of the association is 
turned over; restricting a condominium 
association from waiving a financial re-
port for more than a specified period; 

Amending s. 718.112, F.S.; pro-
hibiting a voting interest or a consent 
right allocated to a unit owner from 
being exercised under certain circum-
stances; requiring the board to address 
certain agenda items proposed by a peti-
tion of a specified percentage of the unit 
owners; providing requirements for the 
location of annual unit owner meetings; 
revising terms of service for board mem-
bers; prohibiting certain persons from 

serving on the board; requiring the as-
sociation to provide a certification form 
to unit owners for specified purposes; 
authorizing an association consisting of 
a specified maximum number of units to 
provide for different voting and election 
procedures in its bylaws by affirmative 
vote of a majority of the association’s 
voting interests; revising requirements 
related to the annual budget; requiring 
proxy questions relating to reserves to 
contain a specified statement; providing 
for the removal of board members un-
der certain circumstances; requiring that 
directors who are delinquent in certain 
payments owed in excess of certain pe-
riods of time be suspended from office 
or deemed to have abandoned their of-
fices; requiring that directors charged 
with certain offenses involving an asso-
ciation’s funds or property be suspend-
ed from office pending resolution of the 
charge; providing for the reinstatement 
of such officers or directors under cer-
tain circumstances; 

Amending s. 718.1124, F.S.; 
providing that any unit owner may give 
notice of his or her intent to apply to 
the circuit court for the appointment of 
a receiver to manage the affairs of the 
association under certain circumstanc-
es; providing a form for such notice; 
providing for the delivery of such no-
tice; providing procedures for resolving 
a petition submitted pursuant to such 
notice; requiring that all unit owners be 
provided written notice of the appoint-
ment of a receive. 

Amending s. 718.113, F.S.; 
providing a statement of clarification; 
authorizing the board to install certain 
hurricane protection; prohibiting the 
board from installing hurricane shut-
ters under certain circumstances; pro-
viding for the maintenance, repair, and 
replacement of hurricane shutters or 
other hurricane protection; providing 
that a vote of the owners is not required 
under certain conditions; prohibiting a 
board from refusing to approve the in-
stallation or replacement of hurricane 
shutters by a unit owner under certain 
conditions; requiring that the board in-
spect certain condominium buildings 
and issue a report thereupon; provid-
ing an exception; prohibiting the board 

from refusing a request for reasonable 
accommodation for the attachment to a 
unit of religious objects meeting certain 
size specifications;

Amending s. 718.115, F.S., pro-
viding the expense of installation, re-
placement, operation, repair, and main-
tenance of hurricane shutters or other 
hurricane protection shall constitute 
either a common expense or shall be 
charged individually to the unit owners 
under certain conditions; 

Creating s. 718.1224, F.S.;
prohibiting strategic lawsuits 

against public participation; providing 
legislative findings and intent; prohibit-
ing a governmental entity, business or-
ganization, or individual from filing cer-
tain lawsuits made upon specified bases 
against a unit owner; providing rights of 
a unit owner who has been served with 
such a lawsuit; providing procedures for 
the resolution of claims that such suit 
violates certain provisions of state law; 
providing for the award of damages 
and attorney’s fees; prohibiting associa-
tions from expending association funds 
in prosecuting such a suit against a unit 
owner; amending  s. 718.1255, F.S.; re-
vising legislative intent concerning alter-
native dispute resolution;

Please contact your Legislators to 
thank them for the new law in House 
Bill 995, especially Julio Robiana who 
led this heroic effort.

If you have any comments or ques-
tions, I may be reached at: attorney@
IngerGarcia.com, 954-894-9962,  fax: 
954 446-1635.  I am also on a Radio 
Talk Show Tuesday through Friday at 
5:00 p.m. on 1230 AM or  internet at 
WWW.BeverlyKennedy.com. Call in with 
your comments.

VICTORY FOR CONDO OWNERS!
LEGISLATURES PASSES HISTORIC AND SWEEPING NEW 

LAWS TO HELP OWNERS AND FIGHT CONDO CORRUPTION

Publisher’s Note:

Inger Garcia has worked tirelessly  
for the Galt Community, often for free, 
for justice for condo owners. She liter-
ally helped write this new legislation 
so highly favorable to condo owners. 
Inger is running for our City Commis-
sion, District 1. The election will be 
held in March, 2009.
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THE CONDO FIGHT CONTINUES
How one condo owner stands up

           by Valerie Austin

This New Year brings more fresh re-
search to substantiate the findings that 
if you laugh and are happy you will be 
healthier and can live longer. I have to 
admit I was laughing and smiling for 
most of January.  

My husband and I have suffered an 
enormous amount of stress about over-
priced condo restoration and have been 
fighting our board for the past two 
years for the vote allowing us to veto 
proposed restorations. We finally got 
together with a few other unit owners 
and took the case to court.  I must ad-
mit it was extremely stressful and many 
times we wanted to just sell out, get out 
and never buy a condo again. But we 
gritted our teeth and ploughed on.

The constant advice to recall the 
board was not an option, as indeed it 
won’t be for many of you. We tried but 
failed to get a majority vote. The fear 
of making waves and sheer compla-
cency were overwhelming. However, 
the owners that were with us, some 
anonymously, helped us persevere. So 
if we can’t recall the board what CAN 
we do?

Being away for the summer present-
ed a problem but we knew we couldn’t 
just stop fighting. The realization that 
we could be assessed for upwards of 
$50,000 (and the sky was the limit) en-
couraged me to take virtually the whole 
year off work. I figured that if I didn’t 
do something my earnings would be 
swallowed up anyway and there was a 
chance the building could be bankrupt-
ed with these enormous assessments. 

I started a bi-monthly magazine 
called ‘Condo News’ just for our small 
condo with only 36 units. I designed 
it as I would a magazine which would 
be going out to a much larger circula-
tion and kept owners up to date as best 
I could. I also wrote about ‘condo hell’ 
and how it was making people ill in my 
‘healthy living’ articles in Natural Awak-
enings. 

While I was away for the Summer 
in England I kept in touch and fought 
as best you can by phone.  I wrote in 
my column for the English society mag-
azine Hot Gossip an article entitled, 
“condo problems that can damage your 
health.” I interviewed world experts on 
concrete restoration. The Fort Lauder-
dale City News published my interview 
with Dr Marvin Oey in  ‘Letter to the 
Editor’ (June, 2007). 

Oey is the director of the Concrete 
Institute (C.I) at the American Society of 
Civil Engineers (ASCE), and he gave me 
valuable advice on condo restoration. 
We gave a trusted friend limited power 

of attorney so she could go to the meet-
ings and tape them. All the time the 
huge threat of assessments devalued 
our property and created foreclosures. 
In fact it was like a full time job. I became 
an expert in concrete but even that did 
not sway the owners. 

They were told that you didn’t need 
to see cracks for the balconies to be 
dangerous.

So only a few of the owners worked 
with us; others were either too intimi-
dated or had been taken in with incor-
rect information by so-called restoration 
“experts.” The strange thing was that I 
couldn’t get people to listen to advice 
from these top specialists in the field. 
I had taken months to acquire this in-
formation by personal interviews using 
my status as a journalist. I wondered if 
it was the ‘blonde’ thing or that I was 
just a woman. After 
all, isn’t construc-
tion and restoration 
work predominantly 
regarded as a male-
dominated industry? 
Furthermore, both 
my husband and I 
had been branded 
troublemakers be-
cause we spoke up at 
the meetings, which 
didn’t help. We told 
the board it wasn’t 
personal but we just 
couldn’t agree with 
the boards’ propos-
als. 

What made it so 
surreal was that the 
board members would be friendly to 
our faces but behind our backs some 
of them would warn owners not to talk 
to us. The board went ahead, refusing 
to let us have a vote and consequently 
pushed huge assessments onto us that 
were not necessary. We only had a small  
broken window from Wilma and that 
was because a shutter hadn’t been put 
up. Otherwise the building was gener-
ally sound. 

 Even though our building was 
build in the 60’s it is very solid. We have 
only one balcony that is in bad repair 
and a few more that need patching up 
- a term used by engineers meaning 
simple, cosmetic work. This was out of a 
total of some 46 balconies. The balcony 
in question had the problem due to bad 
workmanship some 8 years ago (as the 
owner admitted) but that was enough 
to put the whole building in jeopardy. 
However, the board was proposing re-
placing structurally sound balconies!

We had to convince the owners we 
needed a lawyer and Fort Lauderdale 

City News was instrumental in us get-
ting this far. I happened to pick up the 
paper on Los Olas and read an article 
by condo lawyer Inger Garcia. It was like 
a breath of fresh air. Finally I had proof 
that I wasn’t making it up or being para-
noid - it was really happening, the kick-
backs and corruption. This was last year 
before all the papers started to print 
what was going on. The City News was 
telling it how it was and it was very re-
freshing. I had begun to think that I was 
over dramatizing the situation. 

Could we possibly have a board 
that would stitch us up? Were they just 
being naive or were there more sinister 
reasons for huge concrete restorations 
on a building that was in great condi-
tion? What you really need when you 
are caught in the middle of fighting the 
condo hell are people to talk to - peo-

ple in similar posi-
tions, but most of 
all I needed a civil 
engineer that would 
tell it as it is. Fortu-
nately, I found one 
he viewed the prop-
erty and said it didn’t 
need the restoration 
that they were try-
ing to convince us 
was necessary, this 
was vital to our case. 
Meeting Inger was 
the first step to as-
serting our rights.

Having floated 
the idea of hiring a 
lawyer with other 
owners, the next 

step for us was getting people to con-
tribute to the cost. That wasn’t so easy 
but our supporters helped the best they 
could.

Fortunately, Inger came to a couple 
of the meetings and also gave a talk to 
the unit owners, but even the tempta-
tion of free legal advice failed to entice 
the non-supporters. However, we de-
cided to commission Inger anyway and 
that’s when we started to see results. 
She is a real champion for our cause and 
has gone way beyond the call of duty in 
preparing our case and representing us 
in court.  

When the board tried to force 
through expensive unnecessary as-
sessments we took out an emergency 
injunction and stopped the restoration 
work for 17 days. It gave us the breather 
we needed and gave the Judge time to 
review the case. That 17 days seemed  
like a lot and now that has stretched to 
two over two months each day is a bo-
nus.

Obviously it’s one step-at-a-time 
but to know that the work had been 

stopped before our lovely balconies (in 
superb condition!) were dug up, was 
the best New Years present I could have. 
We were all able to start 2008 with a big 
smile on our faces!  It is only the first step 
but watch this space because this is a 
‘ground breaking case’ and could make 
history in condo law.

It would be a precedent if we win 
and could open the floodgates for con-
do owners to get their rights back. By 
the time you read this we hope to still 
have a smile on our faces, but whatev-
er happens at least we know we have 
done our best. If we do have to have 
balconies restoration I will be checking 
the concrete samples and taking them 
to the lab to check that the concrete is 
indeed of top quality instead of the in-
ferior work that has caused even new 
buildings to have huge restoration 
work. 

The Fort Lauderdale City News has 
been an inspiration and without them I 
wouldn’t have found Inger. So, a huge 
“thank you” to City News and Inger 
Garcia for contributing to what could 
turn out to be a very happy 2008. Cor-
rupt contractors and boards now have 
a serious opponent Inger for fighting 
against them to defend the rights of the 
owners. I also have to give a lot of credit 
and a big thank you to the new select 
committee where there was 7 house 
representatives, including Chairman the 
tireless Julio Robaino, and members of 
the DBPR. that are donating their time 
and have been brought together to see 
why boards where violating. The meet-
ings I have attended I have noticed a 
kindness and compassion that gave me 
the energy to fight on. 

They have very difficult decisions to 
make to change the legislation and to 
be fair to all. I do hope it will be a bet-
ter world for condo’s when they have 
decided our fates. But a very positive 
outcome is that us ‘condo’ victims have 
been brought together to tell our stories 
and make friends. I have had help in ev-
ery direction especially finding out’ who 
is who’ and who are the doing the vio-
lating.  The corrupt companies and even 
the lawyers without integrity will find it 
much more harder to hide now. 

 Our condo overlooks the new riv-
er in a premier place only a block from 
Las Olas next to the Riverside hotel. The 
Jungle Queen passes so close we can 
wave to the tourists. When the boat 
show was redirected so it passed our 
building we had one of the best views 
in town. 

Valerie Austin can be reached at 
(954) 763-3881. No wonder we are be-
ing targeted by developers. 

valerieausthyp@aol.com 
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Arts Showcase
HISTORIC 

SOUTHSIDE 
SCHOOL AIMING 
TO BECOME A 

CENTER OF ARTS 
AND LEARNING 
ONCE AGAIN

In 1984, downtown Fort Lauder-
dale faced the same debilitating pros-
pect of many older urban centers. The 

downtown shopping anchor Burdines 
had vacated years earlier and moved to 
the Galleria. The refurbished structure 
for the County Government Center just 
shuffled workers from the Court House 
to the North side of the river. There was 
no influx of new businesses or residents 
to fill the void or promises for change. 
The City of Fort Lauderdale promoted 
and successfully passed a multi million 
dollar bond issue that laid the public 
commitment foundation to the Beach, 
Downtown and the Neighborhoods. 
The result of which is the Discovery 
Center, the Riverwalk , and the stimulus 
for private investment and development 
that has revitalized the Beach area and 
the Downtown.

 All planning and redevelopment ills 
were unfortunately, not equally cured. If 
you happen to have driven by the cor-
ner of SE 7th Street and Andrews recent-
ly and can recall what it looked like in 
1984, the lack of change would be read-
ily apparent. If anything the old South 
Side School is now in worse condition 
than in the mid 1980’s, when it was be-

ing used as an administrative building 
by the School board. However, all of 
that is about to change!

An exciting new project combining 
the best of historic renovation and cul-
tural preservation is visibly taking shape 
just blocks south of New River.  Encour-
aging the community to “Keep the Arts 
Alive”, the City of Fort Lauderdale is 
working in partnership with the Friends 
of South Side to open the South Side 
Cultural Arts Center in what was one of 
Fort Lauderdale’s earliest schools.

The old South Side School was 
built in 1922. It is a classic mission style 
school house designed by local archi-
tect John Peterman.  Thousands of local 
students were educated at South Side 

until 1967.  The traditional elementary 
school then became a center for special 
education and, eventually, School Board 
administrative offices.  Then in the mid 
1990’s, the building became vacant, 
and the lovely old schoolhouse began 
to deteriorate.  

In late 2000, then City Education 
Advisory Board members Mary Fertig 
and John Wilkes petitioned the School 
Board to not declare the 3.7 acre School 
site surplus but, to preserve it for fu-
ture educational purposes, as surely it 
would be needed as the City contin-
ued to grow.  Replacing this strategi-
cally placed parcel in the future would 
be cost prohibitive they argued. Reject-
ing their pleas, the School Board placed 
the parcel on the auction block in May 
of 2001. The City was asked to bid the 
minimum sought $3.47 million asking 
price. The City did not. Fortunately nei-
ther did anyone else. 

The next couple of years saw South 
Side continue to deteriorate and be of 
little value to anyone, save the few who 
illegally entered to party or find a place 

to spend the night.  Then in 2003, South 
Side School property and the adjoining 
4 acre Hardy Park became the desired 
site for a new Federal Court house. 
There was a public outcry opposing the 
sacrifice of park land and an expressed 
desire to preserve this old school in a 
park setting for public use. Local lead-
ers recognized the opportunity to sati-
ate the grassroots forces, promote an 
alternative Courthouse location, and 
to acquire this historically designated 
School and surrounding property. The 
task was not without opposition from 
those who wanted the site for a federal 
courthouse. Albeit some who only sup-
ported the site out of fear of the threat 
that if not there, then nowhere in Fort 

Lauderdale would there be a new 
courthouse.  Private developers also 
sought the site for condominiums, af-
fordable housing, parking lots and oth-
er projects which would have changed 
forever the character of this Fort Lau-
derdale treasure.  Eventually however, 
the School Board, County, State and 
City governments cooperatively shared 
resources and the quality of life vision 
that allowed the City to purchase the 
property in June of 2004.   The prop-
erty is held in trust for the public by the 
City encumbered with a commitment 
of providing an educational forum and 
landscaped area for public enjoyment 
for years to come. 

To keep abreast of the public’s vi-
sion for this old school, Friends of South 
Side, a non-profit organization was 
formed in 2004. The initial Board con-
sisted of local business people and com-
munity activists familiar with the history 
of the project, construction and the 
problems of restoring old structures or, 
how to attract and implement new or 

unique programs that would make this 
“Old School Rock Again”. After extensive 
research and brainstorming the concept 
of a cultural center began to crystallize.  
The Friends of South Side and the City 
recognized the importance not only of 
providing a home for the arts, but also 
of ensuring that cultural opportunities 
not currently available would be ful-
filled.  The refurbished South Side will 
house a teaching kitchen, drama and 
musical experiences, art exhibits, ceram-
ic and mixed media classes, local films, a 
graphics studio and much more.

Construction is underway and a 
new roof and windows have been in-
stalled. A Boundless Playground, which 
is accessible for children of all abilities, 
situated just south of the School should 
be finished shortly thereafter.  The total 
School renovations are not anticipated 
to be completed until December of 
2008 or early 2009. When doing reno-
vation work there are always surprises, 
that result in delays. This project is no 
exception to that rule to date. The over-
all park plan has not yet been finalized 
and set to bid , and thus no completion 
date has yet been set. 

Volunteers have played a key role 
in South Side since the very beginning 
when civic leaders Frank and Ivy Stra-
nahan donated the land for the school.  
Since 1922, thousands of volunteers 
worked to provide the South Side com-
munity with quality educational and 
cultural experiences.  This commitment 
continues today as the Friends of South 
Side undertake a 2 million dollar fund-
raising drive to provide the financial 
support necessary for the “extras” and 
“upgrades” that will make the Cultural 
Arts Center a one of a kind jewel locat-
ed on an 8 acre park in the downtown 
center of Fort Lauderdale. A kick off 
event in conjunction with the ribbon 
cutting for the Boundless Playground is 
tentatively set for April 26, 2008. If you 
care to contribute ideas, memorabilia, 
assistance or donations please contact 
Friends of South Side @ 200 SE 13 
St., Ft. Lauderdale, FL , 33316, or  
954-524-1922.

The next time you drive by the seven 
hundred block of South Andrews, stop 
and admire the visible efforts of a com-
munity’s determination to save open 
space and history while providing new 
opportunities for all of us to expand our 
cultural awareness and experience the 
wonder of the arts. 

Someday soon South Side School 
will once again become a vital center of 
learning, arts and sharing in our com-
munity.  
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This new feature, by Parvonae 
Fernandez, Psy.D., Licensed Psycholo-
gist and Sex Therapist will answer your 
questions about sex.  No topic is taboo.   
Please feel free to email your questions 
about sex to Dr. Fernandez at southflori-
dasexpert@gmail.com.

Dear Dr. Fernandez,
I have been happily married for over 

20 years.  Unfortunately, our sex life has 
deteriorated.  We only have sex about 
once a year and we would like to put 
the spark back into our dwindling sex 
life.  Sometimes it seems that we are 
more like best friends and we would like 
to increase the passion between us.  

Sexless in South Florida

Dear Sexless in South Florida,

You are not alone.  This is a common 
complaint that I see in my office.  The 
good news is that it sounds like you and 
your husband have a wonderful friend-
ship, which is the foundation for a solid 
marriage.  It is common for passion and 
sexual chemistry to decrease as the du-
ration of the relationship increases.  Ac-
tually, the more you have sex the more 
you will want it.  There-
fore, when you stop 
having sex it can become 
very easy not to incorpo-
rate it into your life.  

There are several 
steps you can take in an 
effort to increase the pas-
sion in your relationship.  First, you can 
try scheduling sensual and sexual time 
into your lives for at least 30 minutes 
every day. This may seem trite at first, 
but you will come to look forward to 
this time.  Our society tends to schedule 
and compartmentalize everything else, 
so personal relationships tend to be put 
on the back burner.  When you learn to 
prioritize your sexual relationship, it will 
once again begin to flourish.  During 
this time, you want to focus on improv-
ing the sensuality in your relationship, 
which does not necessarily mean you 
have to engage in sexual intercourse.  
Start by making your bedroom a sen-
sual haven by lighting candles and turn-
ing off all cellular phones.  You could 
start by engaging in a sensual massage 
with energy enhancing citrus-based es-
sential oils.  Try straddling your partner 
without resting your weight on them 
for increased sensuality.  While you are 
engaging in the massage, be mindful 
of how it feels to touch your partner 

and the feelings you have when you 
are touched.  Do not focus on anything 
else except how you feel. Another sen-
sual activity is gazing into each other’s 
eyes.  This can stimulate the production 
of oxytocin, which can increase the at-
tachment and connection between the 
two of you.  Most importantly, this time 
is about connecting and enjoying the 
sensual side of you relationship.

Research has also shown that par-
ticipating in a new and stimulating ac-
tivity together can enhance sexual en-
ergy.  Since you live in South Florida, 
there is no shortage of activities.  You 
may want to try taking a snorkeling trip 
to one of Fort Lauderdale’s coral reefs.  
The sunshine and sexy swimwear is sure 
to increase your libido.  Another roman-
tic idea is taking a private sunset cruise 
along the Intracoastal Waterway.  

Furthermore, romantic vacations are 
a great remedy for routine.  Fort Lauder-
dale has one of the largest cruise ports 
in the world.  Book yourself an ocean 
view cabin and relax in luxury as you 
cruise to exotic Caribbean destinations.  
With the stress of everyday life out of 
the picture, you can focus on sailing to 
new destinations in the bedroom.  You 

can also take short flights 
to romantic South Ameri-
can destinations.  Try tak-
ing a trip to Argentina 
and learn the most sen-
sual dance in the world, 
the tango.  You could also 
boost your adrenaline by 

riding zip lines through South American 
rain forests. Another way to increase 
adrenaline and sexual energy is taking 
a weekend trip to a theme park for thrill 
rides.  It is important for couples to take 
vacations as often as possible even if is 
simply a weekend getaway to the Keys.   

If these ideas do not work for you, 
therapy may be your next step.  This 
way I could personally tailor effective li-
bido increasing interventions.

About Dr. Parvonae Fernandez

Parvonae Fernandez, Psy.D. is a Li-
censed Psychologist and Sex Therapist.  
Her office is located in Downtown Fort 
Lauderdale, and she serves those who 
want to make the 
most out of their 
sex lives.  

Call today for 
an appointment 
at 954-205-4369.  

      
 Reviewed by Fredric H. Karr.  Mem-

ber of the District of Columbia bar and 
retired federal government attorney.

     
“Yep, think of me as your rottweiler.  

Nothing’s going to happen to you on 
my watch.”  With such a bodyguard, at 
last one individual can feel safe in Cath-
erine Coulter’s latest FBI thriller, Double 
Take.

 Catherine Coulter is a smashing lit-
erary success.  She is the author of ten 
previous FBI thrillers, of which I thor-
oughly enjoyed and reviewed The Cove, 
when it was reprinted in 2003. Plus, in 
its first week on The New York Times 
bestseller list, Double Take appeared 
in the number four slot.

 It appears that Julie Random is 
guilty of the murder of her husband, 
psychic August Random. However, 
after six months, she is freed be-
cause of the lack of evidence.

One day, while walking on Pier 
39 in San Francisco, she is suddenly 
thrown into  the ocean  by a strang-
er.  Fortunately for her, she is res-
cued by FBI Special  Agent Cheney 
Stone.        

At the same time across the 
country in Maestro, Virginia, Sheriff 
Dix Noble learns about a woman in 
San Francisco  who bears an uncan-
ny resemblance to his missing wife.  
While in his heart Dix feels that this 
woman can’t be his absent spouse, 
he must see for himself.

In San Francisco, Cheney’s and 
Dix’s paths cross. Throw in the in-
teractions of some psychics and 
you have the makings of one weird 
tale.

The pace of Double Take is swift.  
This alacrity is no doubt due to the very 
effective dialogue which comprises 
much of the text.  The rather short chap-
ters only  help matters. 

Reprised from previous Coulter 
yarns are Dillon Savich and Dix Noble. 
It’s good to see old friends again.

The locations of the fable read like 
a bicoastal travelogue.  Thus, the read-
er is whisked back and forth between 
San Francisco and Maestro, Virginia, 
with intervening stops in Washington, 
D.C.(including Georgetown), Attica 
(New York ), and Atlanta.

Things really speed along in the 
book’s Epilogue.  In that segment alone, 
we are taken from San Francisco to Mae-
stro, Virginia, to Washington, D.C.

As the story progresses, we see 
that more and more of the dramatis 
personae have aliases or  pseudonyms.  
It got so that I had to maintain a list of 
these fake identities just to keep things 

straight.
Now what work of fiction worth 

its literary salt be without its obligatory 
anti-attorney crack?  And so it is with 
Double Take?   Thus, the following ex-
change of dialogue:

“Did you know that he’s got a law 
degree?”

“I say thank the Lord he crossed 
over to the side of the angels.” 

“Yep, we need him more than the 
world needs another damned lawyer.””

 Now come on!  Can’t we in my 
former beloved profession ever get any 
respect?

Of a particular individual, one of the 

story’s characters observes, “...he wears 
glasses.  He thought, only a moment, 
that maybe he’d get laser  surgery, but 
he’s afraid to, his vision is too important 
to him.”

 That quote fit me to a T, notwith-
standing the fact that certain people I 
know swear by this new medical pro-
cedure.  Also, while other folks swear 
by contact lenses, I refuse to wear them 
because I’m squeamish about sticking a 
foreign object in my eye.

 On hearing this from me, however, 
my former opthamologist in Washing-
ton, D.C. merely shrugged and reas-
sured me that millions of normal people 
(presumably including me) wear eye-
glasses.

“Why do you think I’m about to 
take a bus to never-never land?”  Grant-
ed, the presence of  psychics in the plot 
does add an aura of weirdness to Double 
Take’s storyline. On the whole, howev-
er, this latest thriller by Catherine Coulter 
is one which you shouldn’t miss.

A Book Review
Double Take.  
Catherine Coulter. Putnam.  420 pp.   $25.95.
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CERT Basic Training Courses Offered

 The CAR CLINIC FOR 
WOMEN IS BACK! 

LEARN HOW TO FEEL 
EMPOWERED WHEN MAKING 

AUTOMOTIVE  REPAIR & 
MAINTENANCE DECISIONS

CLINIC IS FOR ALL AGES   

LEARN HOW TO BE  SAFE ON
TODAY’S  ROADS 

CLASSES TAUGHT BY ANGELA 
NOTED REPAIR SHOP OWNER 

REGISTER NOW - ONLY  
10 SPACES LEFT - ONLY $25! 

ABS EXOTIC REPAIR  
SPECIALIZING IN MERCEDES BENZ,  

BMW, JAGUAR, PORSCHE & ROLLS ROYCE 
700 NORTH ANDREWS AVENUE  (BY THE RR TRACKS) 

(954) 522-0070 

          By Thornie Jarrett

The Fort Lauderdale Fire-Rescue 
Department has scheduled Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) Basic 
Training Courses for the beginning of 
the 2008 Hurricane Season. This is your 
opportunity to be part of the team of 
your trained neighbors who will be the 
first responders to your neighborhood 
in the aftermath of a severe storm. The 
normal Emergency Services System after 
a major hurricane will be overwhelmed 
and the streets will be blocked with de-
bris making it difficult for normal Emer-
gency Services Personnel to respond 
to the many calls for assistance and to 
check neighborhoods that have lost 
communications to the system. CERT 
was created to fill that immediate need. 
Neighborhood CERT Unit Members live 
in the neighborhood and can rapidly 
respond to the needs of the neighbor-
hood. Those Neighborhood CERT Units 
can communicate to the Fire-Rescue 
Department the status of the neighbor-
hood and requests for additional aid. 
CERT Members will supplement and 
support the Emergency Services Person-
nel until relived by outside emergency 
response personnel or when the Emer-

gency Services are back to normal.
You will receive the training you 

need to perform your role in the CERT 
organization. You will not be asked to 
perform tasks that you are not trained 
for. Completion of the CERT Basic Train-
ing will give you the confidence to be 
that person that your neighborhood will 
need after a major storm and before the 
troops arrive. And, keep 
in mind that the train-
ing that you receive is 
not only of tremendous 
need in the aftermath of 
a storm, but it also could 
be of great value at any-
time should an emergen-
cy arise at home or work. 
Of course, the training 
you receive to aid your 
neighbors in times of an 
emergency can also be 
used to insure the safety 
of your own family and 
loved ones first.

 The Basic Training 
Course includes many topics related to 
the organization and responsibilities of 
the CERT Units and the personal skills 
required by each Team Member. Class 
time will be given to an overview of the 
Emergency Management System, the 

CERT Unit organization, preparation 
and operation, team skills, and the pro-
cess of disaster recovery. Personal skills 
training will consume the major portion 
of class time. Personal skills classes in-
clude introductions to triage, first aid, 
search and rescue, fire suppression, 
hazardous materials, damage assess-
ment, and disaster psychology. Upon 

completion of the CERT 
Training Course you will 
be issued an identifica-
tion card and personal 
equipment. You are then 
ready to join your neigh-
bors in your Neighbor-
hood CERT Unit.

The CERT training 
is available either week-
nights or on weekends. 
If you wish to sign 
up for the weeknight 
schedule you will meet 
eight nights 7:00pm to 
10:00pm. Two week-
night courses are sched-

uled. The first course will start June 2nd 
and will run to the 25th on Monday and 
Wednesday nights. The second course 
will start August 5th and will run to the 
28th on Tuesday and Thursday nights. 
If you choose weekends you will meet 

two Saturdays 8:00am to 5:00pm. Two 
weekend courses are scheduled. 

The first course will start May 17th 
and conclude on the 24th. The second 
course will start July 12th and conclude 
on the 19th. To register, please contact 
Carladean Ferguson at 954-828-6832 
or e-mail CarladeanF@fortlauderdale.
gov. Due to space limitations, registra-
tion is accepted on a first-come, first-
served basis. There is, of course, no fee 
for the course or training materials to 
residents of Fort Lauderdale

Living in Paradise has a price and 
that price is our annual Hurricane Sea-
son. 

Nobody can realistically predict 
whether Fort Lauderdale will get hit 
with a bad storm this year or any year 
in the near future; the experts have 
proven that the last few years. The best 
strategy we can take is prepare for the 
worst and hope for the best. If you are 
one of those people who will want to 
aid your neighbor after a major storm 
then CERT is for you. 

The best way to help is to be a well 
trained Member of an organized effort 
to provide assistance when needed. 
Sign up for your CERT training today.
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By Robert Cherin

Among Fort Lauderdale’s nautical 
treasures, Charlie’s Locker is right up 
there with marinas and yachts.

Founded in 1972, Charlie’s Lock-
er started out as a true nautical ship’s 
chandlery.  You could get anything from 
bottom paint to stainless steel screws at 
the original store. 

It’s a store with more departments 
than most department stores. In fact, 
its owner Doug Birer says, “We’re the 
Nieman-Marcus of all things nautical.”

His office is behind the new light-
ing section, up on the second floor, and 
he’s doing three things at once, and 
loving every minute of it, enough to 
admit with a laugh, “We’re in-between 
boats right now. But we do take one 
sea cruise a year aboard a yacht. This 
year, we’ll be going …”

People who don’t own yachts, 
yawls or rafts will find Charlie’s Locker 
a must see and come back to place. It’s 
always showing the current styles for 
those (women and men) who like or 
love the nautical Mediterranean look. 
And for those who’d like for their homes 
to have the finery found aboard yachts, 
from dishes and silverware, to jewelry 
and art—it’s more fun there than at Ni-
eman, more to experience.

Birer blames Charlie’s 37 years of 
success on the axiom: “When you find 
the right things, customers buy them.”

According to Doug Birer, his father, 
Robert Birer bought Charlie’s Locker, a 
local marine hardware store that sold 
charts, books, screws, bottom paint, 
peat cleaner, rope—hardware. But 
when his mother involved herself, the 
store became a nautical gift-clothing- 
and outfitting store. Over the years it 

evolved and sells the brand names in 
dishware, shoes, ladies,’ and men’s fash-
ions, jewelry, yachting fixtures, oh, the 
list goes on. But no hardware is sold.

Doug Birer bought Charlie’s from 
his parents five years ago, and moved 
the store to the Harbor Shops. The com-
plex when seen from Charlie’s balcony 
looks like Camelot. Birer feels it’s a city 
unto itself. “You can spend an entire af-

ternoon just window shopping here.” 
It’s off SW 17th Street, adjacent to the 
new Publix.

“What we (he and 
his wife) did,” he says, 
“was bring in some 
well-known brands 
like Lacoste, Quiksilver 
Edition, Paul & Shark—
our number-one line, 
a high-end Italian 
brand that pays big 
attention to detail—
Merrell Shoes, more of 
the name brands the 
customers are used to 
seeing or want to see. 
And we’re the only 
place in southeast Fort 
Lauderdale to get this 
kind of stuff.

“Although we sell 
a lot of Navy shirts,” he 
says, “it certainly is not required for the 
boat or anything like that.

“It’s sort of our niche,” he says, 
“nautical outfitting.”

On the walk downstairs to the main 
part of the store, he says, “We live in the 
yachting capital of the world, and there 
are an awful lot of boats here, and so 
we target that market. Fort Lauderdale 
has a very “boaty” feel to it. With us be-
ing the Venice of America, with all the 

canals, our stuff adds a little flavor to it.”
Entering Charlie’s emits the expec-

tancy of sailing into a port city. Islands 
call out ‘come see what I offer.’ A chess 
set with nautical pieces to it beckoned 
one man. His lady friend was torn be-
tween a set of jazzy Giovanna Locatelli 
towel bars made of marine rope, and sil-
verware (18.10 stainless) with fish on it.

As for shoes, Birer once again spells 
out the store’s niche. “We carry Sebago, 
Teva, Sperry—we’ve become a little 
more brand conscious in terms of what 
the customer wants—now is a Merrell 
shoe made for boats? No. But it can get 
wet and people really like it.”

He adds, “I wouldn’t say a Lacoste 
shirt is a nautical thing with the alligator 
on it, but it’s lightweight, it breathes and 
works well on a boat, so we carry it.”

These days, Charlie’s Locker features 
luxury gifts, clothing and accessories 
with a nautical flavor. Every year Doug 
and Lisa travel the globe looking for 
those unique items that make Charlie’s 
Locker special. “We’ve had to go outside 
the box in order to stay competitive” 
says Doug.  

“We import special items from Eu-
rope and the far east to keep our prod-
uct lines different.”  

“Because Lisa and I do go all over the 
world buying, every year the store looks 
a little bit different. We find all these little 
treasures and we bring them into the 

store. This year we’re going to France 
to do some buying. When you find the 
right things, customers buy them.”

Charlie’s Locker now has 3 loca-
tions: the flagship store in Ft. Lauder-
dale, a store at the prestigious Ocean 
Reef Yacht Club in Key Largo, and one in 
Newport Beach, CA, owned by Doug’s 
brother Jon.  Since many of Charlie’s 
Locker’s customers are snowbirds, they 

CHARLIE’S LOCKER:
A NAUTICAL INSTITUTION OF FORT LAUDERDALE

come in every year just to see what’s 
new.  Charlie’s Locker’s product mix not 
only lends itself to boaters, but anyone 
who enjoys the yachting/nautical life-
style. Even celebrities have been known 
to stop by.  

Walter Cronkite was a loyal early 
customer, and more recently Gene 
Hackman, Ed Mcmahon, and Leslie 
Nielson have  purchased items in their 
stores. The Kennedys are customers of 
the Keys store, and believe it or not, the 
rapper 50 Cent is a customer of the Cali-
fornia store.

Three years ago Charlie’s Locker de-
cided to move to the new Harbor Shops 
on Cordova Rd. just south of 17th St.  
This was a difficult decision after over 
30 years in the same location, but the 
opportunity to build their dream store 
made the decision a little easier (and 
once Publix and Bluewater Books de-
cided to make the move, it became a no 
brainer).

Doug and Lisa look forward to con-
tinuing the Charlie’s Locker tradition of 
providing unique, nautically inspired 
products for many years to come.

Visit Charlie’s Locker at the Harbor 
Shops or call 954-523-3350, www. 
charlieslocker. com

Charlie’s Locker owners Doug & Lisa Birer.
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Quality and
Service...
You demand it.
Ed Morse 
dealerships
deliver it.

At Ed Morse, we know companies must offer quality
products and excellent customer service in order to stay
in business for a long period of time.  In fact, that’s how
we’ve grown our business for over 50 years.

The Ed Morse Automotive Group is still family owned
and operated with complete customer satisfaction as
our number one goal.  We’re proud to sell and service
five General Motors brands including Chevrolet,
Cadillac, Buick, Pontiac and GMC; as well as Honda,
Scion and Toyota in our eight south Florida dealerships. 

Visit us online, in person, or by telephone today. I am
a resident of Seven Isles, so tell them your neighbor 
Ted Morse sent you. We’re always happy to help. 

Thank you.

Ted Morse, President/CEO

1-800-ED MORSE

�

98-705
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Lauderdale Greenspace 
Coalition

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Annual Dues – $30  

(Covers January to December) 

Name  

Address

City                          State           Zip 

Telephone                           

Email ________________________

Your membership helps save our greenspace in Fort 
Lauderdale. If you would like to join us please make 
your check payable to and send it to:  
          Lauderdale Greenspace Coalition 

P.O. Box 11824 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33339 

(954) 564-1308 

COUNTY COMMISSION GOLF COURSE VOTE
The Fort 

Lauderdale City 
News is FREE!

Subscription is easy - 
just send an email to 

subscribe@citynewsfl.com 
with your mailing 

address and you’ll be 
promptly added to our list.

Or, call (954) 564-1308

Continued from page 1

Commissioner John Rodstrom once 
again abstained for yet another conflict 
of interest and Commissioner Ilene Lie-
berman, co-sponsor of the new rules, 
did not vote as she has a sudden myste-
rious need to “travel.” 

Commissioner Lieberman badly 
needs to hear from us - she doesn’t get 
it.

There were 31 items on the agenda 
that day which went along smoothly 
until the big vote came up. The scene 
surrounding the vote was highly pecu-
liar, if not infantile, with unprofessional 
conduct unbecoming of our lofty coun-
ty commissioners. 

Notably, the developers present 
refused to come to the microphone to 
make their case; instead, they sent their 
high powered lobbyists trundling up 
front to speak on their behalf while they 
observed from their seats.

They were stunned at this defeat 
after thinking they had it wrapped up. 
But now their lobbyists are again hard 
at work aggressively going after our 
County Commissioners (and other in-
fluential groups) to get them to change 
their votes. 

The previous day, March 24, 2008, 
Broward County’s Planning Council also 
voted 9 to 3 to place much stronger 
language into the County’s Land Use 
Plan to help protect our golf courses 
and greenspace. 

It is undeniable that this was a sig-
nificant victory for the Coral Ridge com-
munity and citizens city-wide where 
huge surveys show clearly that 93% 
of residents want to save our two golf 
courses - the only remaining ones in 
Fort Lauderdale. Others have long since 
been developed. Numerous surveys 
continue to come in. 

Coral Ridge’s citizen lobbying efforts 
had a great effect on the commission’s 
9 members; elected officials who are 
supposed to be working for us. They 
received hundreds, if not more than a 
1,000 emails, phone calls, letters and 
other contacts most of which became 
public record.

In Oakland Park, City Commissioner 
Suzanne Boisvenue showed great lead-
ership is pushing for an amended Land 
Use Plan. She did superb behind-the-
scenes work in getting several Planning 
Board members to recuse themselves 
from voting because of conflicts of in-
terest. 

However, this was an interim 
vote and a final vote will happen 
in late May or June. It is important 
for those of us who care about 
our golf courses and green space 
to continue to lobby our county 

commissioners and let them know 
what you think. You can be sure 
that the developers, and their 
powerful lobbyists, will greatly 
intensify their efforts, and cam-
paign contributions, to fight any 
challenge to development plans.

If you think Broward County has 
enough strip malls, townhouses, con-
dos and McMansions please contact 
our county commissioners. A list of all 
nine of them is shown below.

Our County Commissioner, Ken 
Keechl, has heroically led this effort 
and actually wrote the new language 
amending the Land Use Plan. Com-
missioner Keechl is a strong champion 
for our greenspaces and golf courses; 
he deserves your support and can be 
reached at (954) 357-7004. Commis-
sioner Keechl helped save the Planta-
tion Preserve golf course from develop-
ment which is now beautiful gem for 
that city.

 Here’s contact information for all 
nine County Commissioners. Remem-
ber that your emails to them become 
public record! County Commissioners 
Ken Keechl and Kristen Jacobs are al-
ready huge supporters.

Ilene Lieberman, (954) 357-7001 
ilieberman@broward.org

Kristen Jacobs, (954) 357-7002
kjacobs@broward.org

Stacy Ritter, (954) 357-7003
sritter@broward.org

Ken Keechl, (954) 357-7004
kkeechl@broward.org

Lois Wexler, (954) 357-7005, 
lwexler@broward.org

Suzanne Gunzburger, 
(954) 357-7006
sgunzburger@broward.org

John Rodstrom, (954) 357-7007
jrodstrom@broward.org

Diana Wasserman-Rubin, 
(954) 357-7008
dwassermanrubin@broward.org

Josephus Eggelletion, 
(954) 357-7009
jeggelletion@broward.org

P. S. Our local elected officials, in-
cluding Mayor Naugle,  have done 
nothing to help us. Incredibly, our City 
Commissioner Christine Teel has actu-
ally indicated she favors development 
of the golf courses. When asked how 
she would vote when the develop-
ers want rezoning to allow full scale 
development of the golf courses, she 
said she couldn’t talk about it.

Other elected officials openly sup-
port saving our green space. 

Teel is up for re-election in March, 
2009; her opponent is Inger Garcia 
who, like Ken Keechl in his 2006 cam-
paign, has promised to be a strong 
ally in our fight to save our Coral Ridge 
golf courses and help preserve what 
little green space we have remaining 
in the city.
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                 By Kevin Lane

Mental Health Association of 
Broward Plans 13th Annual EPIC 

Awards Luncheon

CBS-4 Meteorologist, David Ber-
nard will be the Master of Ceremonies 
at the 13th Annual EPIC Awards Lun-
cheon, being held at Hugh’s Catering 
Hall on Wednesday, May 21st.  Larry 
Davis, Marsha Ellison, Regina Igoe, Ma-
rie Hayes and Mary Sharp O’Donnell are 
being honored.  EPIC stands for Excep-
tional People Impacting the Community, 
according to Anita Godfrey, President 
and CEO of MHA Broward.  Chaired 
by Sandra Booth and Chuck Williams, 
the proceeds will support some of the 
key services and advocacy of the Men-
tal Health Association, including Listen 
to Children Mentoring, I’m Thumbody, 
9 Muses Art Center and the SETH Line.  
Tropical Financial Credit Union is the Pre-
senting Sponsor. Tickets start at $50.00. 
Call (954) 746-2055.  Visit www.mha-
broward.org for more information.  

Mary Riedel Is New CEO Of
Women In Distress of Broward 

County

Mary Riedel, who has worked in 
media marketing and community rela-
tions for nearly 37 years, including more 
than 18 years as community affairs man-
ager at the South Florida Sun-Sentinel, 
is the new CEO of Women in Distress.  
She was most recently director of major 

gifts at Nova Southeastern University. 
“This is a major step for our organiza-
tion and we are thrilled that Mary has 
accepted an opportunity to lead our ef-

forts to end abuse in South Florida,” said 
Carol Molnar, Chairman of the board of 
directors of Women In Distress of Bro-
ward County.  WID provides victims of 
domestic violence with safe shelter, cri-
sis intervention and resources, and to 
educate the community in order to Stop 
Abuse For Everyone (SAFE) through 
intervention, education and advocacy.  
Visit www.womenindistress.org or call 
(954) 760-9800, ex. 1235.

Motorcycles in Paradise Is Theme
Of PAWS Harley Dog Days
   Harley Dog Days revs up on May 

17th with a morning police-escorted 
motorcycle ride from the Humane So-
ciety of Broward County to Sailfish Ma-
rina Restaurant on Singer Island via A1A 
and culminates with an evening Harley-
Davidson-themed dinner/auction at the 
Coral Ridge Country Club, replete with 
live entertainment, live and silent auc-
tions, dinner and dancing under the 
stars. Dress is decadent biker attire!  The 
fundraiser benefits the Humane Soci-
ety’s programs and services provided 
by a new state-of-the-art low cost Mo-
bile Adoption & Spay and Neuter Unit. 
PAWS (Pets Are Worth Saving) events are 
open to the public, according to Presi-

Kevin’s Korner

Sandra Booth and Chuck Williams at 
Hugh’s Culinary Hall

Front Row: Patti & Ted Morse Middle 
Row: Erica Morse, Cathy Martinez 
with Tyler Martinez, Back Row: 
Margaret & Michael Meldeau with 
Teddy Morse & Christopher Martinez.  
Photo Credit: Ian Ibbetson

dent, Melody Saleh. Mike and Margaret 
Meldeau along with Ted and Patti Morse 
are 2008 Honorary Chairmen.  Teddy & 
Erica Morse and Chris & Catherine Mar-
tinez are Chairs.  Call (954) 266-6827 or 
visit www.PAWSBroward.com. 

 
Embrace Life Children’s 

Foundation Plans 3rd Annual 
Golf Classic

Embrace Life Children’s Founda-
tion, founded by BSO Detective Ben 
Koos, is hosting their third annual golf 
tournament on Saturday, May 31st at 
Inverrary Country Club’s West Course in 
Lauderhill, Florida.  The mission of ELCF 
is putting smiles on the faces of sick or 
disabled children and making their day 
a little brighter.  There’s an 8:00 a.m. 
Shotgun Start.  The cost per player is 

$100, which includes golf, tournament 
prizes, an event polo shirt, gift bag, 
continental breakfast and a luncheon in 
Inverrary’s VIP banquet hall.  Specialty 
holes will be available, including a hole-
in-one par three, where golfers will be 
shooting to win a Hyundai Accent GLS.  
Also included will be closest to the pin, 
longest drive (male and female), and a 
50/50 hole.  Mulligan cards will be on 
hand for players to purchase.  Call Linda 
Brown at (954) 288-720 - www.Em-
bracelifechildrensfoundation.com.

     
Broward Sheriff’s Advisory 
Council Continues Financial 

Assistance Programs
Since the Broward Sheriff’s Advi-

sory Council was created by former 
Sheriff Nick Navarro in 1985, more than 
$100,000 in college scholarships have 
been provided for surviving children of 
fallen officers.  Navarro, who is Chair-
man of the B.S.A.C., explained that their 
mission continues to be to provide funds 
to help the widows and children of fall-
en officers and those law enforcement 
personnel who have become disabled 
while serving their community.  Treasur-
er Alan Stotsky explained another pro-

gram, known as ‘First Money.’  “When 
a member of any Broward law enforce-
ment agency is killed in action, we visit 
the family the very next day, collect all of 
their bills and pay them and any others 
for a full month, providing a bridge until 
the various insurance and other survi-
vor benefits can kick-in.” 

Drew Romanovitz is Vice Chairman 

of the group and Harvey Young is Secre-
tary. For information call (954) 319-6444 
or e-mail pookahmoss@yahoo.com.

Mary Porter Panama Nights Gala 
To Benefit Symphony of the 

America Society 
Carol Nugent is Chairing the “Mary 

Porter Panama Nights Gala,’ being held 
at the Marriott Harbor Beach Resort on 
Saturday, May 10th.  One of this col-
umn’s favorite entertainers, Dee Dee 
Wilde and her Band will provide music 
to dine and dance, while the Sympho-
ny of the Americas, under the baton of 
Maestro James Brooks-Bruzzese, will 
delight guests with musical selections.  
Some great Silent Auctions items in-
clude a Holland America Line Panama 
Canal Cruise.  Celebrating their 20th An-
niversary, The Symphony of the Ameri-
cas takes a leadership role in fostering 
cultural relations with the Americas, 
initiating musical exchanges through-
out Europe, the US, and Central/South 
America with renowned chamber or-
chestras.  Beth Holland is President of 
the Society.  Call (954) 545-0088.  

About the Author:

Kevin Lane is a popular photogra-
pher and journalist covering society, 
fashion, entertainment, dining and 
South Florida Lifestyle.  He’s a Publicist 
with ‘blue-chip’ clients in the non-profit 
and for-profit sector and is a motiva-
tional speaker as well as a lecturer on 
historic and famous figures including 
Napoleon Bonaparte, Ancient Egyptian 
dynasties, Estee Lauder and famed tap 
dancer, Bill ‘Bojangles’ Robinson. He 
can be reached at klane@gate.net. 

Kevin invites your comments and 
can be reached at (954) 467-2624.

2007 Longest Drive Winner, Broward 
Sheriff’s Office Captain, Robert 
Schnakenberg, is awarded his trophy 
(right) by Broward Sheriff’s Office 
Detective Ben Koos, (left) Embrace 
Life Children’s Foundation Founder.  
Also pictured, Jack Koos.

B.S.A.C. Board Members Harvey 
Young, Secretary, Nick Navarro, 
Chairman, Drew Romanovitz, Vice 
Chairman and Alan Stotsky, Treasurer
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Politics Et Cetera “If you don’t vote, you don’t matter.”

City Manager George 
Gretsas, “King George” 
proving to be toxic and 
dysfunctional for Fort 

Lauderdale

            by Steve Kelley

There comes a time to reveal what’s 
been happening in the interior of our 
city government specifically as it relates 
to our city manager, George Gretsas, or 
“King George” as many in the city now 
call him.

There are around 2,500 city em-
ployees for Fort Lauderdale.

In my press position, I get calls and 
emails from city employees telling me 
the truth about Gretsas and the poor 
work environment he’s created. 

Morale is very low at the city. I’ve 
heard all kinds of tales of  intimidation, 
dismissals, threats, etc. The folks are not 
happy.

It used to be that city employees 
could talk freely about their activities, 
projects, etc. Now, all information go-
ing to the press must be filtered by Gret-
sas. Of course, in the rare event when 
something does actually emerge from 
his office it’s often pure “spin” designed 
to omit facts and for the purpose of 
making Gretsas look good. Of course, 
that’s when information actually gets 
out. City employees are terrified.

There are potentially huge scandals 
he’s managed to keep under wraps. 
For example, the Water Works 2011 
project was intended to get virtually all 
city homes off septic tanks and on the 
city sewer system, a noble effort. Bud-
geted at around $500 million originally, 
the project is now projected to cost a 
staggering $1 billion. This will be paid 
by you, city taxpayers. 

The fire station bond issue is              
another. With city leaders’ persuasion, 
in 2004 residents voted to tax them-
selves $40 million to replace outdated 
and obselete fire stations. Smart people 
argued at the time that this was not 
nearly enough money and Gretsas has 
proven them right. Four years into an 
eight year project, all we’ll get are scaled 
down versions of new stations and oth-
er stations unbuilt. This not what the 
taxpayers were promised. This money 
has simply been wasted; it is a scandal. 

Now, if the city has to ask voters 
to tax themselves again you can guess 
what will  happen. 

Of course, we never hear about 
these issues in the official city pub-
lished newsletter, “Focus.” Gretsas has 
cut back on publishing this formerly 
monthly publication to supposedly save 

money. How convenient.
Civic groups have also felt the sting 

of Gretsas’s harsh treatment. He actu-
ally called Victoria Park leaders a bunch 
of “cry babies” simply because they 
wanted city help and resources in solv-
ing neighborhood problems.

Gretsas has also shown he has little 
interest in hearing the advice and con-
cerns our 27 volunteer advisory boards, 
CERT and civic groups or neighbor-
hoods. 

City departments are often forbid-
den to talk to each other. Individuals do-
ing so literally face firing. This toxic en-
vironment doesn’t help us citizens who 
are trying to get things done while duti-
fully complying with city procedures.

Remember the bridge tender who 
dared to speak to the press when they 
were doing a historical article on the 
city’s only swing bridge last year? That 
bridge tender was immediately fired 
and only re-instated after  a hue and 
cry in the press. Speaking to the press 
is verboten!

Gretsas has said “We don’t speak to 
Steve Kelley.” That sounds like the royal 
“WE” but I can tell you city employees 
don’t always obey royal edicts. As I 
publish eleven neighborhood newslet-
ters that go to 70,000 people, Gretsas 
instructs his employees to email me, 
each month, his “Civic Packet.” This is 
sent out to neighborhood leaders and 
contains Parks information and general 
fluff along with an ocassional useful 
item. The packet stays away from the 
important issues and, god forbid, nev-
er mentions anything to make Himself 
look bad. It’s a good thing we still have 
freedom of the press in the city.

In the end, Gretsas has intention-
ally created a cruel climate of fear, if not 
terror, where employees are threatened 
with punishment and firings at the 
slightest infraction. This is a poor envi-
ronment for conducting the city’s busi-
ness. 

And what is all the secrecy about?
City Commissioners and the Mayor 

(such as he is) should remember that the 
city manager serves at their pleasure. 
They begged us to vote for them to be 
our leaders; is it too much to   expect 
them to show leadership? 

The city manager should also re-
member that he works for us, shocking 
as that notion is, and that we pay his 
really fat salary and generous benefits. 
And for this friends, too.

The following was recently submitted 
by a city employee who must remain 

anonymous for fear of retribution.

Words Used To Define Our 
City Management

Certain words find their way into 
most of the conversations regarding 
the City Manager and his Assistants. 
These words were whispered in City 
Hall by employees and concerned citi-
zens almost since the beginning of their 
term with the City. However, now the 
words are not just whispered. Citizens 
are fed up with this group of outsiders 
who want you to think they know what 
they are doing. Maybe the employees 
are still whispering, however, many re-
spected Citizens are speaking up out 
loud about this horrible and costly situ-
ation. Some of these respected Citizens 
were working to make our City what it 
is today when our City’s Management 
team was still in grade school. Most feel 
the problem can only be solved by ter-
mination of the City Manager and his 
Assistants. Many citizens want him and 
his cronies gone.

 The following is a list of those defin-
ing words; *The context in which they 
were used is noted:

 ap·a·thet·ic  / [ap-uh-thet-ik] –ad-
jective.  1. having or showing little or 
no emotion: apathetic behavior.  2. not 
interested or concerned; indifferent or 
unresponsive: an apathetic audience. 
*Some elected City leaders appear to 
be tolerant of the problems with the 
current City management and many 
citizens ignore government until some-
thing happens in their backyard. This 
needs to change.

ar·ro·gant   [ar-uh-guhnt] –adjec-
tive.  1. making claims or pretensions to 
superior importance or rights; overbear-
ingly assuming; insolently proud: an ar-
rogant public official.  2. characterized by 
or proceeding from arrogance: arrogant 
claims. *The City Manager’s arrogant 
behavior towards City Advisory Boards 
and Committees, Neighborhood Lead-
ers and Citizens is unacceptable. Does 
he think coming from his little town of 
53,000 he and his little helpers have all 
the answers for this world class City? 
Who does he think he is? Who does he 
think pays his huge salary?

car·pet·bag·ger   [kahr-pit-bag-er] 
–noun.  1. a Northerner who went to 
the South after the Civil War for political 
or financial advantage.  2. an outsider, 
especially a politician, who presumptu-
ously seeks a position or success in a 
new locality. *Duh.

 con·trol   [kuhn-trohl] –verb. to 
exercise authoritative or dominating in-

fluence over; direct; command.  *The 
City Manager’s strong need for control 
over people and Departments or situa-
tions defines him as a real control freak. 
He is the boss but he carries it to an un-
healthy level that many fine employees 
have found unbearable and have left. 
These losses will have a negative effect 
on the City for many years to come. 
Also, the Manager’s control freak men-
tality prevents volunteer programs such 
as CERT from ever reaching goals; he 
doesn’t control the lives of volunteers, 
so he does not want them, in spite of 
the fact that it is our City, not his.

cro·ny   [kroh-nee] –noun, plural 
-nies. a close friend or companion; chum. 
*The City Manager’s appointment of so 
many people from his previous home 
in New York to important positions in 
our City government is unprecedented 
in Fort Lauderdale. Hard to believe that 
the very best people for all these posi-
tions would be found in one lucky little 
New York town; (lucky they left).

 in·ad·e·quate   [in-ad-i-kwit] –ad-
jective. not adequate to fulfill a need or 
meet a requirement; insufficient. *One 
word description of our City Manager 
and his Assistants’ abilities to run a City 
the size and scope of Fort Lauderdale.

mal·ice   [mal-is] –noun   1. desire 
to inflict injury, harm, or suffering on 
another, either because of a hostile im-
pulse or out of deep-seated meanness: 
the malice and spite of a tyrant.  2. Law. 
evil intent on the part of a person who 
commits a wrongful act injurious to 
others. *This is what the City Manager 
dishes out to anyone who crosses him. 
Yes, unbridled, unchecked malice, that’s 
his style. If you are a City employee, no 
matter how much of your life you have 
given to this City, your career is over; if 
you are a citizen then it is code enforce-
ment all over your home and every issue 
you have worked for the betterment of 
your hometown is flushed down the toi-
let. This could be very costly to the City 
in legal actions; hopefully everyone will 
wait until the City Manager is no longer 
an official of the City and he will need to 
defend himself without a City paid at-
torney.

o·ver·pay   [oh-ver-pey] –verb (used 
with object), -paid, -pay·ing.  1. to pay 
more than (an amount due).  2. to pay 
(a person) in excess. *Our City Manager 
and his Assistants are receiving more 
money than they have ever been paid 
in their lives. The million dollar night-
mare management team includes over 
$350,000.00 a year for our manager 
and over $200,000.000 a year apiece for 
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Politics Et Cetera, Et Cetera

I MUST BE DYSLEXIC,
MY RIGHTS LEFT!

his three assistants. Who thought that 
paying them four times what they could 
earn anywhere else would make them 
any smarter or of greater value? How 
can anyone claim the city is operating 
responsibly with salaries like that being 
paid to cronies with no background to 
even be low level supervisors in the real 
world?

per·for·mance   [per-fawr-muhns] 
–noun.  1. the act of performing a cer-
emony, play, piece of music, etc.  2. the 
execution or accomplishment of work, 
acts, feats, etc. 3. a particular action, 
deed, or proceeding. *The City Man-
ager and his aficionados always point 
out that his greatest accomplishment 
was the balanced budget he managed 
in his first year on the job. Bull, consider-
ing that employee positions sat unfilled, 
services were cut and tens of millions 
more dollars flowed into City coffers a 
twelve year old could have done that 
and to claim greatness is extremely in-
sulting to anyone told the story. His job 
performance would be more properly 
be judged by the morale of city employ-
ees, the loss of qualified and experienced 
employees, squandering the windfall of 
funds collected in recent years, failures 
such as the Fire Bond Project and the 
grand fubar project Water Works 2011, 
and his total lack of respect for the citi-
zens he works for.

 pro·ac·tive   [proh-ak-tiv] –adjec-
tive. serving to prepare for, intervene 
in, or control an expected occurrence 
or situation, esp. a negative or difficult 
one; anticipatory: proactive measures 
against crime. *How the City should be 
managed. However, our City Manager 
does not address an issue until there is a 
problem and only reacts when the pub-
lic is aware there is a problem. His lack 
of vision is not what the citizens of Fort 
Lauderdale deserve. This lack of ability 
to be proactive renders the manage-
ment impotent in all matters and costs 
the taxpayers buckets of money.  How-
ever, the lack of vision when it comes 
to Public Safety: Police, Fire-Rescue, Di-
saster Preparedness, lives may also be at 
risk due to his inadequacies.

ram·i·fi·ca·tion  [ram-uh-fi-key-
shuhn] –noun. a development or con-
sequence growing out of and some-
times complicating a problem, plan, or 
statement: the ramifications of a court 
decision. *Poor management decisions 
made now on major projects will cost 
us greatly for years in the future. And, 
the lost of experienced employees and 
managers greatly reduces the ability of 
the City to perform in an efficient man-

ner for years in the future.

re·ac·tive   [ree-ak-tiv] –adjective. 
tending to be responsive or to react to a 
stimulus. *This is the management style 
practiced by the City Manager. Even 
with the knowledge that a train wreck 
is around the bend he does not react 
until the media informs the public of the 
problem. Often members of the Com-
mission note that they too were not in-
formed of the problem. Of course when 
the public knows a major problem exists 
City management goes into panic and 
damage control mode. Quick, not well 
thought-out solutions are hatched and 
presented as the only answer backed 
by their professional experience. These 
knee-jerk reactions are no substitute for 
proper research, planning and real ex-
perience.

rem·e·dy   [rem-i-dee] –noun.  1. 
something that cures or relieves a dis-
ease or bodily disorder; a healing medi-
cine, application, or treatment.  2. some-
thing that corrects or removes an evil of 
any kind. 3. Law. legal redress; the legal 
means of enforcing a right or redressing 
a wrong. *Remove the City Manager 
and his three Assistants; appoint a good 
long time City administrative employee 
as the interim Manager and take appli-
cations for permanent manager with 
the qualifications to run a great city like 
ours.

How much longer will this be al-
lowed to go on? When will our elected 
City Officials do the right thing and rid us 
of these sores on our City government? 
Is this what this Commission wishes to 
be their legacy?

City Manager George Gretsas can 
be reached (maybe) at (954) 828-5013.

City employees, and others, can call 
call me “off the record” with their im-
pressions and stories about Gretsas.  
    I can be reached anytime at (954) 
564-1308.

Moving Forward: 
No More Naugles

                          by Waymon Hudson, (954) 240-7966

As we move headlong into the political season, the South Florida                com-
munity needs to make a simple vow: No More Naugles.

Whatever your view on the gay community, it 
is easy to see that Mayor Jim Naugle of Fort Lau-
derdale has become an embarrassment, and even 
worse a danger, to our region.  While all of our 
municipalities have been hit by budget crunches, 
rising crime, and other serious issues, Naugle has 
remained focused on spreading fear and division 
about the gay community.

Instead of working on making the city better, 
which he was elected to do, he has focused his 
time and energy on waging a culture war that has 
created an atmosphere of intolerance and hate.  

And he has not backed down.  Even when 
anti-gay violence reared its head in our community, 
with the recent shooting of 17 year-old Simmie Wil-
liams Jr. and the brutal gay bashing of a couple on 
Las Olas Blvd., Naugle refused to step up like a true 
leader and try to heal this city.  He refused to con-
demn the violence festering on our streets.  

Instead, he released another round of unfounded attacks on the gay com-
munity with his column in the city newsletter, using tax-payer dollars to hateful 
rhetoric directly into the homes of Fort Lauderdale residents.

His actions have not gone unnoticed.  Mayor Naugle’s actions have de-
stroyed the reputation of all of South Florida as a welcoming, modern destina-
tion.  His words have not stopped at the Fort Lauderdale city borders, but have 
damaged us all.  As money becomes tighter all across the country, tourists are 
choosing other destinations to visit, fearful of the divided and hostile environ-
ment Naugle has created.

Even if you share Naugle’s views on the gay community, it is obvious that 
he is wasting the city’s time and resources on his personal crusade.  For all of 
the press conferences and media coverage, he has accomplished nothing that 
truly benefits our community.  Rather he has divided our region at a time when 
unity is needed to overcome the real issues facing us.  There are ways to have a 
civil debate about differing views instead of using fear mongering and bigotry 
as Naugle has done.

We must ask ourselves an important question when looking at the upcom-
ing municipal and statewide elections-- Do we want another Naugle?  

MARCH 17, 2009 
IS MAYOR 

NAUGLE’S LAST 
DAY IN OFFICE

Besides gay bashing, 
what has Mayor Naugle 
been doing about 
our significant city 
problems? 
Where’s his imagination, 
creativity and leadership?
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ProPilates - Where Clinical and Fitness Pilates Interact
by Tonka Cascais

The Pilates Industry is populated by instructors with varying levels and standards 
of training, who have little understanding of movement dysfunction, injury process and 
recovery. Many genuine Pilates practitioners believe they are offering an incredible 
program. Yet due to lack of understanding the body, these well-intentioned teachers 
suffer confusion as to why certain clients get great results while others do not.

In the last few decades two main streams of Pilates have 
emerged: Fitness Pilates and Clinical Pilates.

Fitness Pilates is dance - oriented, used for general con-
ditioning, promoting core strengthening through flexion, and 
movement with medium to high resistance and low repetitions.  
Fitness Pilates does not rehabilitate low back pain because the 
exercises are non-specific for body type or alignment.  

Clinical Pilates, as originally created by Joseph Pilates, 
is a diagnostic and recovery tool for injury and performance 
enhancement, which strengthens the joints by stabilizing them 
while transitioning through safe and controlled movement. In 
Clinical Pilates movements are observed and modified based 
on the injury, body type or alignment. The discovery of dys-

functional movement and transforming it into functional pattern is fundamental.

Which type of Pilates is for you?  
o    If you are injured or have history of injury Clinical Pilates is essential be-

fore attempting fitness Pilates or classes. The ProPilates Clinical program will provide 
you with the body movement skills needed to exercise without aggravating the injury. 
There is a wide range of spinal musculoskeletal problems a fitness Pilates Instructor is 
not equipped to help you with such as spinal disc herniation, spinal disc bulging, spinal 
stenosis or fibromyalgia. Nothing is more concerning than a personal trainer or Pilates 
instructor trying to fix an injury, based on internet research. 

•  If you are developing new aches and pains over period of time that seem 
directly related to doing Pilates a technique evaluation is recommended immediately. 
Receive one free of charge at ProPilates Studio and find out your current level, all tech-
nique issues and specific modifications you need. All ProPilates clients are monitored 
very closely and their progress is carefully recorded to ensure maximal results and 
safety.

•   If you have recently injured yourself at work or sports and wondered if Pilates 
is safe for you simply schedule a free Evaluation with a ProPilates Clinical specialist. 
Experience Pilates at its safest and discover if it is for you.

• If you are not injured Fitness Pilates is great for overall conditioning and 
strengthening of the body but is NOT a good starting point for everybody.

o  Active people, recreational athletes and athletes will benefit from Fitness Pi-
lates.

o   Children, elderly and pregnant women (if not in the first trimester of the preg-
nancy and with some experience with Pilates) can benefit from fitness Pilates but 
only after a thorough evaluation and program assessment to ensure safety.

In both cases if the group is too big and the instructor is moving too fast 
risk of injuries is present. Speed of movement in Pilates is based on awareness of 
where the body moves from. If you can’t answer ”Where do I feel this exercise” or 
“Where my body is moving from” the chances are exercises are executed too fast and 
with poor technique, allowing uncontrolled movement and injury exposure. In that 
case technique evaluation is recommended to correct “bad Pilates habits” as soon as 
possible. 

•  If you are Healthy but slightly overweight and out of shape Pilates offers 
health benefits in a safe and controlled environment. A detailed evaluation is recom-
mended to determine the best program design and safety precautions. A combination 
of Clinical and Fitness Pilates program is proper to gain strength and flexibility gradu-
ally. If a full hour of Pilates is too much in the beginning, 30 min. sessions are great 
to get ready for an hour workout. DON’T WAIT TO LOSE WEIGHT OR GET IN 
SHAPE TO START PILATES, USE IT TO ACHIEVE ALL FITNESS GOALS 
SAFELY AND WITH GREATER RESULTS.

For more information about becoming a client or Instructor Training call 954 767-
8005 or email us at info@propilates.com. We are located at Harbor Shops 1845 Cor-
dova Rd, suite #212, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316. 

 In the next issue:  Pilates for men 
                             

Pro Pilates LEGISLATIVE UPDATE:  
Help Defeat Bad Construction Bill 

               by Gary Resnick, Wilton Manors City Commissioner

It seems that this year the Florida Legislature is so busy dealing with the prob-
lems of a State budget that is in such dire straights, that neither the Governor nor 

Legislature have the stomach to try and tackle tough is-
sues.  The Legislature, as has been reported, is balancing 
the State’s budget by slashing programs that provide 
services to Florida’s most needy citizens, support medi-
cal services, support education, and protect the environ-
ment.  While they’ve made it legal to carry a gun in your 
glove compartment anywhere you like (except certain 
places where it would be really really awful if someone 
shot somebody else like a nuclear power plant, school, 
or hospital), and trying to make it even more traumatic 
for a woman to obtain an abortion, there’s little that has 
come out that will help us be able to afford to live in this 
State or that will improve the quality of our lives. 

This budget issues have not stopped some of the more powerful members 
of the Legislature from pushing bills that continue to attack cities and erode the 
home rule authority of local governments.  For example, one bill, SB 2148, spon-
sored by Senator Mike Haridopolos, would restrict cities’ and counties’ authority 
over their own construction and maintenance projects, and 
make it more costly for cities to perform such functions.  It 
would require that local governments basically go out for 
bid on all construction projects – even very small projects, 
and go out for bid for the repair or maintenance of a public 
building, structure, or facility.  This bill also provides addi-
tional procedures a local government must follow if it wants 
to perform such projects using its own employees.   

For example, currently a City may use its own employees 
for certain road projects, construction jobs, and to maintain 
City-owned buildings.  Under this bill, cities will have to put 
such projects out for bid and likely hire outside contractors.  
This will not only cost more but also rewards contractors 
who use contract laborers (and do not provide insurance 
and benefits). Of course cities and counties want to perform 
such projects as effectively and efficiently as possible.  With 
bigger projects, such as Wilton Manors new City Hall or major road projects, the 
law already requires that the City go out to bid, which is exactly what Cities cur-
rently do.  

However, with small construction projects, such as fixing curb cuts, minor 
roadway repairs, installing and repairing sewer and drainage facilities, and pe-
forming repairs on existing buildings, there should be no reason why a City could 
not use its own employees, or contractors that it or neighboring cities already 
use, without going out to bid.  Going out to bid is not only time consuming (it 
can easily take 3-4 months to prepare bid documents), but is costly and does not 
guarantee that anyone will submit a bid, or that such bids will be less expensive.  
For most small jobs, it is likely that a City will not get any response.  What a waste 
or time and resources!  Imagine if you would were prevented from fixing your 
own home unless you obtained at least 3 bids from outside contractors for every 
project!  

I’ve worked with Senator Geller, the Broward County League of Cities, and 
the Florida League of Cities to successfully stall this Bill in the Senate.  However, it 
remains moving in the House (sponsored by Representative Weatherford) and if 
it passes in the House, could easily come back in the Senate.  Please contact your 
State Representatives and urge them to oppose this. Our Representatives again 
are Jack Seiler (jack.seiler@myfloridahouse.gov) and Perry Thurston, Jr.   (perry.
thurston@myfloridahouse.gov) or go to www.myflorida.com to access their 
websites with emails and phone numbers.   

I appreciate your continued input.  If you have any questions or com-
ments, please feel free to contact me at home at 954-566-0054, or via email at 
GaryResnick@aol.com. 

As always, thank you for your input and continued support.  
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(954)564-5540 
www.smileykidz.com 

Smiley Kidz Dental 

Dr. Oana Romasan 
            Dentistry for Children & Adolescents 

1749 N.E. 26th ST. Ste B 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305 

Expert Cleaning by Desi! 

Call Desi (954) 383-5054 

Flood Cleanup & Mold Removal
Pet Odor & Stain Removal 

50% off Oriental Rugs 
Leather & drapery cleaning 

14 years experience! 

$50 to clean Carpet, 2 rooms, 
sofa or tile (1 room) 

Detail Roofing, Inc.
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Re-Roofs & Repairs - Tile - Metal  Shingles

Licensed & Insured
CCC 1326461
State Certified

954-564-0115
1167 NE 24th St.  

Wilton Manors, FL 33305

Business Card ads on 
this page are only $39

Call (954) 564-1308 
for more information

TUTORING  954-646-8246
7 Ways of Learning - TeachersToTeachers.com

SAT prep / homework help / FCAT prep
Free CD to promote reading and larger vocabulary

Free copy of the “Get Ahead” 
workbook  

Learn how to put something 
educational on that iPod

Free tips by email  
mistermath@comcast.net

SAT Word of 

the month:

altruistic

FLYER DELIVER EXPRESS!
Fast Door-to-Door delivery of your 

newsletter or specialty items
Cheaper & Faster than the Post Office

Reliable and Honest
Call for a free quote!

Sheila - (954) 822-2161

 Gourmet
 Single The

 *A Dining Out Organization for Singles*

 Broward County Chapter 954-723-9608
 Palm Beach County Chapter 561-276-2595

DON’T WASTE $ ON IMPROPER 
TREE TRIMMING!

Call for Free Estimate 
(954) 202-6243

B.S. Environmental Horticulture, University of Florida 
 I.S.A. Certified Arborist 

Nancy McRae
954.478.4089
email: nancy1968@bellsouth.net

permanent
makeup

Laser hair 
removal
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FROG SAYS 
HELLO SOUTH FLORIDA. GOODBYE BUGS.

Get to know us better by visiting: middletonpest.com
PEST CONTROL • TERMITE CONTROL • LAWN CARE

1-866-FLA-FROG
( 1 - 8 6 6 - 3 5 2 - 3 7 6 4 )

South Florida’s newest neighbor is Middleton Lawn & Pest 
Control, one of the nation’s top pest control and lawn care 
companies. We’d like to introduce ourselves...and the Frog.

Call today for a free inspection and estimate.

Stay in Your House. 
Behind in your house  

payments? 
We can lend you the money to 

catch up. 
Let’s see if we can qualify you. 

No cost or obligation. 
Call Ed at 954-560-1055 

PORSCHE 944, 1984 FOR SALE

Silver, one 
owner, 

67K miles, 
excellent
condition

only 
$7900!

Call Dave at (954) 873-6777

Rick’s Residential Cleaning 
Serving East Broward Areas

Homes, Condos, Apts.,  
Professional Reliable Service 

Excellent References
Referrals Welcome

954-913-6833

 
▪ MASSAGE THERAPY  
▪ SPA TREATMENTS 
 
($10.00 Off Your First Visit) 
 

973 S.W. 24th Street ● Ft. Lauderdale, Fl. 33315 
             
            CALL DEBI (954) 668-6970 
By Appointment Only Please                    MA32975    

DESIGNER FURNITURE FOR SALE 
IN HARBOR BEACH

(2) Matching designer sofas & coordinating ottoman 
from DCOTA

(2) Art Deco style custom C-chairs
Beautiful Oriental rug

Marble pedestal & wood pedestal
5’ x 8’ beveled mirror in carved, solid wood frame

3 piece antique Empire style suite 
(loveseat, chair & rocker)

Wicker end tables & other nice miscellaneous items
CALL (954) 224-3383
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Letters

Submitting your  
letter to the Editor:

Your letters to the editor are welcome 
at the Fort Lauderdale City News. You 
should include your telephone number 
so that you may be called for verifica-
tion. Your name will be included with 
your published letter to the editor.

Emailed letters are best - email your 
letter to: letters@citynewsfl.com
Letters can be mailed to:

Ft. Lauderdale City News
P. O. Box 347
300 E. Oakland Park Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334

Think Before you Vote
      Just in case you’re hiding under a 
rock or something, there’s a presiden-
tial election coming in a few months.  
Before you all go out and immediately 
and blindly vote for whoever wins the 
Democratic nomination, (simply be-
cause the thought of another 4 years of 
a Republican - any Republican - makes 
you want to vomit), please hear me out.
      For the record, I am neither a 
Republican, Democrat, nor Indepen-
dent.  In fact, I abhor the entire system.  
It’s bad enough that we only have two 
legitimate parties from which to chose 
in any given election, but in Florida 
you can only participate in one party’s 
primary. What good could possibly be 
served in being “locked out” of a prima-
ry election just because you are techni-
cally registered as a member of another 
party?  Are we worried that voters from 
“Party A” would be so motivated as to 
“sabotage” the primary of “Party B” 
to make sure that a “bad” candidate 
wins the nomination and victory in the 
final election would therefore be easy?  
GIVE ME A BREAK!  We don’t even 
show up for the “real” election - does 
anyone think we’d actually get off our 
lazy butts to go sabotage a primary? To 
make matters even worse, it’s possible 
that our delegates from Florida won’t 
even be able to participate in their own 
national convention this year.
      Before you all start  yelling at this 
paper “But I vote!”  Take a look around.  
As Americans, we do the worst job of 
any industrialized Western nation in 
voter participation.  At our best, only 
60% of all eligible voters actually vote 
in any given presidential election.  And 
to tell you the truth - as bad as that is - I 
can’t say that I blame the people that 
don’t vote.  
     The whole system stinks. The two 
major parties are much more alike than 
they are different. The candidates are 
practically all the same.  If you didn’t 
put their names at the end of their 
soundbite-type quotes, you’d never be 
able to tell them apart. They all say that 
they want lower crime, better educa-
tion, more police, better healthcare - and 
lower taxes.  No kidding!  
     Which candidate in their right mind 
is going to say “I want more crime, 
worse education, fewer police on the 
streets, less healthcare coverage and 
higher taxes?”  They’re all the same!        
We just don’t want to admit it because 

most of us have identified with one 
political party since before we can 
remember and the “other party” is, by 
definition, “the bad guy.” We usually 
pick the party we are going to identify 
with because: (1) it was the party that 
our parents belonged to, so we followed 
(2) it wasn’t the party that our parents 
belonged to, so we rebelled, or (3) there 
was one particular president that was 
enormously popular when we were 
young and we’ve identified with that 
party ever since.  
      We typically chose to follow one 
party from that moment on and pay 
attention to the good things about our 
own party and only the bad things about 
the “other” party.  We do it.  It’s human 
nature.  It’s like reading a horoscope 
that has two parts. We read one part 
and say to ourselves, “Holy cow, that’s 
me!”  We read the second part and 
think, “That has nothing to do with me 
at all.”  The next day, when the first 
part “comes true” we remember that 
part of the horoscope and totally forget 
that there even was another part of the 
horoscope that never came true.  We 
purposely filter data into our heads so 
we can manage.
      My lesson for this month is this - 
don’t fall into this trap.  Keep an open 
mind.  Actually listen to every candi-
date - even those from the “other” party.  
You’ll notice that they really do all 
sound the same.  Choosing either a Re-
publican or a Democrat is like picking 
either chicken or beef at a wedding din-
ner.  It’s a coin toss really.  My problem 
is, when it comes to party politics, I’m a 
vegetarian 

Chris Relyea, Fort Lauderdale
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MIDDLE RIVER TERRACE’S DOG DAY A BIG HIT!

Find your nearest store at petsupermarket.com

South Florida’s 
Favorite Pet Store

   treats and supplies! OFF
$

Pet Supermarket Store

$5
Customer pays sales tax. No change given. Not valid in conjunction 
with any other offer. Offer good with original coupon only and limit of 
one per household. No cash value. Good through 7/31/08. CN0308    

®

®

    by Mark Hensel, Chairman

Over 200 people attended Middle 
River Terrace’s 5th annual Dog Day 
event sponsored by Pet Supermarket 
& King Suzuki and Saturn. The April 5 
event raised over $1,500 for the neigh-
borhood but the real winners were the 
happy dogs who finally had their day. 

Three dogs took home 1st place 
trophies with Cosmo and Tom Larson 
in Doggie/Owner Look-a-Like, Scooner 
and Debra Davis in Best Trickster & Stella 
and Andre’ Kent in Best in Show. This 
was Stella’s fifth year representing South 
Middle River Civic Association and she 
made them proud.

We would like to thank the judges 
(Charlotte Rodstrom,  City Commis-
sioner District II; Cindi Hutchinson, City 
Commissioner District IV;  Ken Keechl, 
Broward County Commissioner District 
4; Jack Seiler, State Representative, Cate 
McCaffrey, Director of Business Enter-
prises; George Gretsas; City Manager; 

and Rick Gibson, SMRCA President) for 
making the tough decisions on some 
very cute dogs.

The fun-filled day, emceed by Tim 
Smith & Mark Hensel included a dem-
onstration by the Fort Lauderdale Police 
narcotics drug dog, rally and drill dem-
onstrations by the Doberman Rescue 

League and an amazing day of agility by 
the American IDOGS team lead by Dan 
Ratté. A special thanks to Dan and his 

team for all their hard work and great 
performances.

We had several vendors on display 
including Wildlife Care Center, Adopt-a-
Bull Rescue, Performance Pups, Petrop-
olis Park, Family Dog Central, Greentech 
Solar Solutions and Fort Lauderdale Po-
lice Recruiting. DJ Eddie Crespo, Gilly 

V e n d i n g , 
South Middle 
River Civic 
Association, 
Lake Ridge 
Civic Associ-
ation, House 
of Trophies, 
P r e c i s i o n 
Pr in twear, 
Active Print-
ing, Basket 
MD and the 

City of Fort Lauderdale Parks & Recre-
ation helped make the event a success. 

Special thanks to volunteers Larry 
Eacho, Tim & Cindy Smith, Jim Mileto, 
Mark Hartman, Sandy Sullivan, Marge 
Anderson, Mary O’Brien, Danielle Klein-
richert, Mark Lopez, Andre Kent, Greg 
Fajardo, Tony Mitrovitch, Carol Moore 
and the SMRCA BBQ team. Also, a 
hearty thanks to the following for pro-
viding raffle prizes: Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino, Justcircuit.com, Colorall of Bro-
ward, Quick Line, Ruby Clippers, Arizo-
na Shooting Range, Arbor Pet Hospital, 
Kritters with a K, Wanado City, SeaEs-
cape, Bard Lohr LMT, Electric Sun Tan-
ning, Rosie’s Bar & Grill, Cubby Hole, 
Courtyard Café, Steel nightclub, Camp 
Canine, Imperial Point Animal Hospital, 
Salon Pelos, Central Bark, and Rover the 
Rainbow.

So here’s a big pat on the back to 
everyone who attended with their four 
legged friends and helped make this 
year’s event one of the best!
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Business Announcements

Michael Weber Joins 
GALLERY one Hotel

As New Sales & Marketing 
Director

Michael Weber, who at one time 
was the director of sales and marketing 
for the European division of the Greater 
Fort Lauderdale Convention and Visi-
tor’s Bureau, has recently been hired as 
the new Sales and Marketing Director for 
GALLERY one, the landmark Intracoastal 
waterfront hotel formerly known as the 
Doubletree Guest Suites Galleria.  The 
hotel is at 2670 E. Sunrise Boulevard.

“We are pleased to have someone 
with Michael’s national and internation-
al sales and marketing expertise.  He’s 
a welcome addition to our outstanding 
team of hospitality specialists at GAL-
LERY one,” said Bill Derbins, GALLERY 
one’s General Manager and a 30 year 
veteran of Hilton Hotels.  

Michael began his career in hospi-
tality with Hyatt Hotels and has served 

as director of sales and marketing for 
several hotels.  Michael graduated from 
the University of Wisconsin Stout with a 
degree in hotel and restaurant manage-
ment.  He is active on the boards of the 
Lodging Association and the Chamber 
of Commerce, and is an active member 
of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary.

 
A dual citizen of the United States 

and Switzerland, Michael is married 
with two children, a boy and a girl.  He 
enjoys tennis, soccer, golf, cycling, boat-
ing and flying.  He is a big shark fanatic 
and a few years ago went cage diving 
with great white sharks off the coast of 
Mexico.  

Hilton Hotels Corporation is recog-
nized internationally as a preeminent 
hospitality company.  The company 
develops, owns, manages or franchises 
more than 2,100 hotels, resorts and va-
cation ownership properties.  Its prop-
erties includes many of the world’s 
best known and most highly regarded 
hotel brands including Hilton®, Con-
rad®, Doubletree®, Embassy Suites 
Hotels®, Hampton Inn®, Hampton Inn 
& Suites®, Hilton Garden Inn®, Hilton 
Grand Vacations Club® and Home-
wood Suites by Hilton®.

For information, call Michael A. We-
ber at (954) 335-4607 or e-mail Michael.
weber@hilton.com.

Call Garry Thani 
(954) 444-7788  

We can fix any computer problem! 
 

All Computer Repairs -  Your home or Office! 
Fast Service! 
Hardware Upgrades 
Virus Detection/Protection 
Spyware & adware         

          removal! 
New computer setup 
Data Recovery & Backup 
Home/Office Network 

Systems—High-speed  WiFi!  
Full stock of all Dell Systems with reliable  

               XP  loaded!                                                                          

Check out www.gstnetwork.com for great  
hardware discounts!

AMERICAN CANCER 
SOCIETY’S 

RELAY FOR LIFE

Please join us as we Honor our Can-
cer Survivors and Remember our Loved 
Ones who lost their battle.

Fort Lauderdale Relay For Life
Friday May 16th  through Saturday  

 May 17th, 2007
Second Presbyterian Church
1400 North Federal Highway
Fort Lauderdale

Opening Ceremony 6:00pm
Survivor Recognition & Din-

ner 6:30pm - Luminaria Ceremony 
9:00pm. 

For more information call (954) 564-
0880 ext. 117.

Candy Bouquet of Fort 
Lauderdale offers 

Gourmet Chocolate Samples 
to the first 250 customers

Candy Bouquet of Fort Lauderdale 
offers a new dimension to gift-giving 
with floral-like Candy Bouquet arrange-
ments made from gourmet chocolates, 
candies and accessories from around 
the world. Our beautiful “Candy Bou-
quets” are individually hand-stemmed 
and arranged in unique containers and 
vases.

Candy Bouquet is also a full-service 
candy store and café, selling the finest 
handmade truffles, turtles, bon-bons, 
toffee, specialty chocolates, chocolate 
sauces, bulk candy, fresh baked Cinna-
mon Rolls, cookies, fresh roasted coffee, 
espresso and more. We also design gift 
baskets filled with beautifully packaged 
and delicious gourmet items.

Candy Bouquet is located at 1304 
S.E. 17th St., Fort Lauderdale (next to 
Carlos & Pepe’s)  (954) 463-2994. 

Experience yourself…maybe for the first time.

A wellness studio designed
to guide your journey within.

Feldenkrais Method 
Improve Movement, Improve Life 

Satyananda Style Yoga 
The Yoga of Change 

Tai Chi 
Relax your body, energize your mind 

Hellinger Family Constellation  
Free yourself from the shadow of your family tree 

Energy Medicine 
The user’s manual to your body

                  Conveniently located in Rio Vista 
          For more info, call 954.224.4461 or visit us

on the web at www.thrivemindbodyspirit.com
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CALL TODAY   1-87-PRODIGY-7

Take control of your technology 
Welcome to the smarter GEEK : )

www.tec  prodigy.com

Need help figuring out your computer 
or home theater system?
We can help. Our Professional Mobile Technicians 
are experts in technology. We can repair your PC, 
setup and install your home theater, configure your 
wireless network or provide training and support for 
your technological gadgets.  

Product Knowledge
Our courteous, knowledgeable technicians provide 
on-site support in your home or business. We can 
provide you with training and support to keep you 
up-to-date with the latest in technology. 

Unbiased Information
Save time and money on your next technology 
related purchase. We provide unbiased 
advice and show you how to safely shop 
online to find the best possible price on the 
products you are interested in.  

Pricing
We offer competitive pricing. We are committed 
to working fast to get you up and running as 
quickly as possible. Enjoy same day service. 

Save 10%* on your first techprodigy® visit. 
To get a quote for an on-site visit and book
your appointment call 1-87-PRODIGY-7
*Offer valid until July 30, 2008. Not valid with any other offers. 

TECHNOLOGY 
EXPERTS

TechProdigy® can 

show you how to get 

the most out of your 

technology 

purchases

HELP
WHEN YOU

NEED IT
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Sweet Mama  $150
• Manicure
• Spa Pedicure
• Choice of Aromatherapy Massage 

or Facial

Hot Mama  $240
• Manicure
• Spa Pedicure
• Rock the Casbah Massage 
• Facial

Java Mama  $220
• Body Coffee Experience (body wrap)
• Body Coffee Pedicure

Big Mama $230
(for Mom’s to be)
• Lavender Pedicure
• Lavender Body Scrub
• Prenatal Massage

Bahama Mama  $390
• Tropical Citrus Pedicure (80 Min.)
• Mango Madness Experience 
(80 Min. service includes: Scrub, wrap, Kerastase
Hair TX, 30 minute express facial and foot 
reflexology treatment)

Sugar Mama  $63
• Manicure
• Spa Pedicure

Alotta Mama  $400
• Casbah Spa Manicure
• Casbah Spa Pedicure
• Casbah Essential Facial
• Rock the Casbah Massage
• Ultimate Exfoliating Experience

954.630.0633
Fax 954.630.3351

Purchase Gift Certificates
Online Anytime at 

www.casbahspa.com

If MAMA ain’t Happy Nobody’s Happy…
Casbah’s Mother’s Day Gift Packages
If MAMA ain’t Happy Nobody’s Happy…
Casbah’s Mother’s Day Gift Packages

1000 Seminole Drive
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304

Across from the Galleria Mall

– OPEN 7 DAYS –
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